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H o u s e s v s C o Ħe e  H o u s e s

In  th is c h a p te r I s tu dy th e  H a lk e v i a s a  sp a c e  o f s o c ia liz a tio n  a n d

le is u r e tim e  p r a c tic e s in  r e la tio n  a n d  c o n tra st to  th e  riv a l s o c ia l

sp a c e  o f th e  c o ū e e  h o u s e , 
its c lie n te le  a n d a c tiv itie s M y a m bitio n

is to  re a d th e  c o n s u m p tio n  o f n o v e l fre e tim e  a c tiv itie s th e

H a lk e v i in te n d e d to  p ro m o te  in  lo c a l s o c ie tie s I s tu dy h o w  th e s e

n o v e l p r a c tic e s w e re  a p p lie d a n d c o n s u m e d  by lo c al a c to r s , 
b u t

m o s t im p o r ta n tly h o w  th e y in te r r e la te d w ith  p r e e x istin g m a le

s o c ia liz a tio n  a n d fre e tim e  p r a c tic e s a n d  sp a c e s
, a m o n g w h ic h

th e  c o fre e  h o u s e  o c c u p ie d th e  m o s t p r o m in e n t p la c e R e a din g
th e  H a lk e v i sp a c e  a n d  a c tiv itie s th r o u gh th e  c o lï e e  h o u s e  sp a c e

a n d its  d o m in a n t m a le  h o m o s o c ia lity w ill e n able  u s  to  v ie w  th e

lo c a l c o n s u m p tio n  o f th e  p r o d u c ts  o f th e  K e m a list sta te  in  m o r e

d ep th T h e  a s s o c ia tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  sp a c e s  o fre r s a  m o r e

n u a n c e d p e r sp e c tiv e  b e c a u s e  it b u ild s u p o n  p o p u la r  sp a c e s a n d

e v e r yd a y p r a c tic e s In  a dd itio n  to  th e  h is to ric a l d e p th o f th e

c o n flic tu a l r e la tio n s w ith sta te  p o w e r  sin c e  īts a pp e a r a n c e  in

th e  six te e n th centur th e  c o fre e  h o u s e  w a s im m e d ia te ly (a n d

c u sto m a r ily in  th e  19 30 s a n d 1940 s) c o n tr a s te d to  th e  H a lk e v i

a s a n  a n ta g o n is tic  sp a c e , a  d ire c t th re a t a n d riv a l to  th e  r e gim e k

a n d H a lke v iį  a im s

Th e  lir s t p a r t o f th is c h a p te r  o fre r s  a  b r ie f h isto ry o f th e

r e la tio n s  b e tw e e n  sta te  a n d c o ffe e  h o u s e  a n d a  sh o r t p r e s e n tatio n

a n d  a n a lysis o f th e  o lfic ia l d is c o u r s e s ab o u t th e  c o fïe e  h o u s e s

in  th e  1930 s a n d  1940 s Th e  s e c o n d p a r t o f th e  c h a p te r  fo c u s e s

o n  th e  p e rfo rm in g a n d c o n su m p tio n  o f e v e ryd ay a c tiv itie s o f

fr e e tim e  so cia liz a tio n  in  th e  H o u s e s
. 
D r a w in g fr o m  le tte r s o f

c o m pla in t a n d P a r ty d o c u m e n ts
, 
I e n c o u n te r  e x te n siv e  grie v a n c e s

a bo u t th e  tu rn in g o f th e  H a lke v i in to  a  c o « e e  h o u s e
, 
th r o u gh th e
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h abitu al p e rfo r m a n c  e  in  th e  H o u s e s  o f a  s e t o f s o c ia l a c tiv itie s

th a t w e re  typic ally re la te
d  to  th e  c o fre e  h o u s e , 

s u c h  a s g a m blin g

a n d d rin kin g L a stly  I d w e ll o n  th e  a c c u s a to r y p r a c tic e s  o f

s u pplic a n ts w h o , 
e x c lu d e d fro m  th e  H a lk e v i sp a c e

, u tiliz e d  te n e ts

o f th e  o ffic ial d is c o u r s e  in  a n  in g e n io u s a r tic u la tio n  o f n a r r a tiv e s

th a t e m plo y a  v o c ab u la ry a n d im a ge ry w h ic h  in  th e  fo llo w in g

d e c a d e s w o u ld  h e a v ily p e r m e a te  th e  c o n s e r v a tiv e  p o p u lis m  o f th e

d is c o u r s e s o f th e  T u rkish  righ t
. 
N a m e ly  th a t o f th e

'

u n d e s e r v in gly

o pp r e ss eď  a n d
'

r ighte o u s
'

s u bje c t

State , 
C o « e e  H o u s e  a n d  H a lk e v i

T h e r e  is a  lo n g h isto ry o f te n s e  re la tio ïis b e tw e e n  c o fte e  h o u se s

a n d th e  O tto m a n /T u rkish  state
1 Sin c e  th e ir  fir st a pp e a r a n c e

in  th e  six te e n th centur c o fte e  h o u s e s  b e c a m e  th e  ta rge ts o f

o pp re s siv e  state  p o lic ie s a n d a  n e g a tiv e  d is c o u r s e  u tte r e d by

sta te  a n d r e ligio u s a u th o ritie s K u h h a s d e m o n str a te d  th a t tiiis

n e ga tiv e  dis c o u r s e  w a s fr a m e d in  te r m s  o f m o r al1%  a lb e it n o t in

th e  m o d e r n  s e n s e  o f th e  w o rd R a th e r
,  
it w a s a  p o litic al dis c o u rs e

sign a llin g th e  tr a n sgre s sio n  o f s o c ial b o u n d a rie s b e tw e e n  r u le rs

a n d r u led , a  tr a n sgre ssio n  th e  c o fïė e  h o u s e  w a s  s u pp o s ed to

\  n e r a te  by b rin gin g to  \  th e r  a  h e te r o ge n e o u s clie n tele  a n d
b e c o m in g th e  h o tb e d o f s u b v e r siv e  p o p u la r  p o litic a l dis c o u rse

Th e  c o fte e  h o u s e s w e re  pla c e s th e  state  w a s s u spic io u s o Ĺ n o t

w ith o u t go o d re a s o n  o n e  m ight a rg u e  a  n u m b e r o f reb e llio n s

re su ltin g in  th e  su lta n  
ı 

s d e p o sitio n  w e re  re p o rte d  to  h av e  sta rted
in  c o fïe e  h o u s e s

2 Th e  O tto m a n  state  o c c a sio n ally clo se d do w n

c o ffe e  h o u se s o r  atte m p te d to  c o n tro l th e m  by m e a n s o f e x e m plary
p u n ishm e n ts B y th e  m iddle  o f th e  n in e te e n th c e n tu r» tho u gh ,

th e re fo rm in g O tto m a n  state  e stablish e d a  sy ste m  o f su rv eilla n c e

o f p u blic  sp a c e s
, 
lik e  c o fre e  h o u s e s

, 
th ro u gh th e  e m plo ym e n t o f

spie s
3 K ırh h a s a rg u e d th a t by th e  1840 s  a  c h a n ge  h a d o c c u rred

in  th e  w ay th e  s ta te  v ie w e d th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e
, p a ssin g fro m

m e th o ds o f dis c iplin a ry p u n ish m e n t to  su r v e illa n c e , 
a  c h a n ge

u n d e rs c o rin g th e  e m e rge n c e  o f th e  c o n c e pt o f p u blic  Q pin io n  an d
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its  s ig n iiic a n c e  fo r  s ta te  p o w e  b u t a ls o  o f a  g r a d u a l c h a n g e  in  th ew a y  th e  s ta te  tr e a te d  a n d  m a n a g e d  its s u bje c ts
, 
in  sh o r t

,  o f h  n e w

m id n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  
4

g o v e r n m e n ta lity th a t u n d e rlin e d  th e  O tto m a n  p o lity to w a rd s th e

T h e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  w itn e s s e d  a n o th e r  m o m e n to u s  c h a n geth a t tr a n sfo rm e d  s o c ie ty a n d  th e  c o e  h o u s e  sp a c e  in  p a r tic u la rW ith  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f th e  p rin tin g p r e s s  a n d  th e  p u blic a tio n  o fth ef? s t n e w sp a p e r s
, th e  c o fte e  h o u s e  w o u ld  a ls o  fu n c tio n  a s  a  r e a d in gr o o m A s  a  rės u lt

,  a  n e w  kin d  o f c o ife e  h o u s e
,  th e  kir a a tlıa n e

, w a se stab lish e cĽ B o o ks  a n d  n e w sp a p e rs  w e r e  to  b e  fo u n d
, 
b o u ght, re a d(o u t) a n d  d is c u s s e d  in  s u c h  c o H e e  h o u s e s in  Is ta n b u l
, 
fr e q u e n te dby  sta te  o ffic ia ls a n d in te?e c tu a ls

, s o m e  c o fre e  h o u s e s sta rte d  to
r e s e m ble  m o d e r n d a y c lu b s  a n d  a s s o c ia tio n s

5  N o tw ith s ta n đin g th e
r e v o lu tio n a r y  c h a n ge s  o f th e  la te  n in e te e n th c e n w  c o fïe e  h o u se s
c o n tin u e d  to  fu n c tio n  a s  c o n u n u n ic a tio n  c e n tre s  th a tm e n  fr e q u e n te d
to  s o c ia liz e

, 
d is c u s s

, 
le a r n  th e  n e w s

, r e a d  o r  h e a r  th e  n e w sp a p e r  r e a d
.

a n d  m e e t ffie n d s  a n d  str a n ge r s A s p u blic  sp a c e s
, c o fre e  h o u s e s  w e r e

a ls o  u s e d  fo r  e x p lic itly p o ıitic a l p u rp o s e s p r o m in e n t in te lle c tu als
d u rin g th e  la s t y e a r s  o f tħe  O tto m a n  E m p ire  g a v e  le c tu r e s  in  c o « e e
h o u s e s  w h ile  U n io n ist a gita to r s  u s e d  th e  n e tw o r k o f c o fïe e  h o u se s
a n d  kıria a th a n e s  fo r  p r o p ag a n d a  p u rp o s e s N a tio n alis t fo r c e s a ls o
u s e d  c o ffe e  h o u s e s  a s p r o p a g a n d a  a n d  m o b iliz a tio n  c e n tre s d u rin g
th e  W a r  o f In d e p e n d e n c e

6

F r o m  th e  s e c o n d  h a ıf o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  th e r e  w a s a
s h iń  in  th e  w a y th e  c o ū e e  h o u s e  w a s r e p r e s e n te d  a n d  th o u gh t 0
w ith  in te lle c tu a ls  s ta r tin g to  c ritic iz e  th e  c o « e e  h o u s e  o n  d ifťe r e n t

g r o u n d s  fr o m  b e fo r e E m u la tin g th e  d is c o u r s e  o f W e s te r n e r s o n

th e  O r ie n ta l c o fte e  h o u s e , 
in te lle c tu a ls  s ta r te d  to  c o m p a r e  it to  th e

c a fé o f E u r o p e a n  c a p ita ls a n d  c r itic iz e d  it a s
'

th e  n e s t o f th e  idle
a n d  th e  ig n o r a n t 7  In  th e  p a s t

, 
th e  c o fte e  h o u s e  h a d b e e n  p r im a r ily

a c c u s e d  o f b e in g a  h o tb e d  o f s e d itio u s  ta lk  (d e v le t s o lıbe ti) a n d  th e

site  o f th e  tr a n sg r e s sio n  o f th e  a c c ep te d  b o rd e r s  b e tw e e n  r u le r s

a n d  r u le d B u t a s  n e w  c o n c ep ts  a c h ie v e d p r o m in e s c e
,  
th e  c o fïe e

h o u s e  b e g a n  to  b e  c r itic iz e d w ith  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  la c k  o f hygie n ė
a n d  p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  o r  th e  obstacles t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  p o s e  to

th e  Populations p r o d u c tiv iw  A  n e w  d is c o u r s e  w a s c o m in g in to
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b e in g th a t w o u ld  re p r e s e n t th e  c o f【e e  h o u s e  a s  a  n e st o f filth in e s s

a n d  la z in e s &  d r in k in g a n d  g a m b lin B  n ıo r a l u ıd  p h y sic a l d e c ay

th a t a d v e r s e ly a« e c te d  th e  w e ll b e h ıg o f th e  fa m il»  th e  n a tio n  a n d

th e  p e o p le  a s a  w h o le I

T h e  e a rly r e p u blic a n  p e ń o d  w a s  n o t d e v o id  o f N e g a tiv e

r e p r e s e n ta tio n s  o f th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e ,  
m o s tly to  b e  fo u n d  in

n e w sp a p e r s ,  
b u t a ls o  in  th e  w r itin g s  o f in telle c tu als  a n d  p o litic ia n s

o f th e  p e rio d 9 C o fï e e  h o u s e s w e r e  d e p ic te d  a s  p la c e s
'h u r tin g

fa n ıily life
'lo d ge s  o fth e  idle

'

(in  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  a b o lish e d  d e r v ish

lo d ge s) a n d
'

n e sts  o f g o s s ip T h e y w e r e  a ls o  id e n tiń e d  a s  a līn o st

a n ta g o n is tic  to  th e  o n g o in g r e fo r m  p ro gr a m m e It w a s  la m e n te d
,

fo r e x a m p le , 
th a t b u r  c o fĺe e h o u s e s

' d id  n o t r e s e m ble  th e  c afés

o f E u r o p e a n  c ap ita ls , 
V ie n n a  b e in g th e  m o st p o p u la r  e x a m ple

In  a dd itio n , 
a  n u n ıb e r  o f pıa n s  to  r e fo r m  th e  c o « e e  h o u s e s w e r e

a r tic u la te d  a n d , 
to  a  s m a ll e x te n t

,  
a tte m p ts to  m o d e r n iz e  s o m e  in

A n k a r a  a n d  Ista n b u l w e re  r e a liz e d 1o  V o ic e s  r e c o m m e n d in g m o re

a gg re s siv e  p o lic ie s , 
e v e n  th e  to ta l c lo s in g d o w n  o f c o fïe e  h o u s e s ,

w e r e  h e a rd  in  th e  19 30 s a n d  19 4 0 s In  s o m e  r a th e r r a r e  c a s e s , 
it w a s

n o t th e  c e n tr a l sta te  b u t p ro v in c ia l sta te  a n d  m u n ic ip al a u th o r itie s

th a t a pp lie d r e p r e s siv e  p o lic ie s s u c h  a s  th e  c lo sin g d o w n  o f c o iïe e

h o u s e s , 
th e  p ro h ib itio n  o f th e  o p e n in g n e w  o n e s , a n d  th e  stric t

c o n tro ı o f th e  e x istin g o n e s  th r o u gh  th e  e m p lo ym e n t o f h ygie n ic

a n d a d m in istr a tiv e  r e g u la tio n s
1ı D u e  to  th e ir  sp o r a dic  ch a r a c te r,

sim ila r re p r e ssiv e  p o lic ie s d id  n o t s e e m  to  h a v e  a n y s u b s ta n tial

im p a c t o n  th e  c o « e e  h o u s e s T h e  siz e ab le  a m o u n ts  o f ta x  re v e n u e

th a t c o ffe e  h o u s e s  w e r e  p ro d u c in g p r o b a bly c o n stitu te d th e  n ıo st

s ig n iń c a n t r e a s o n  w h y th e  sta te  d id  n o t a p ply a n y h e a v y b a n d e d

m e a s u re  a g ain st th e m
12

N o tw ith sta n d in g th e  ab s e n c e  o f a n y c o m p r e h e n siv e  re p r e s siv e

p o lic y a g a in s t u rb a n  a n d  r u r a l c o ffe e  h o u se s  a lik e
, 
th is  m o rátistic

d is c o u rs e  a b o u t th e  sh o r tc o m in gs a n d  th e  h a r m fu l c o n se q u e n c e s

o f th e  c o fïe e  h o u s e  p e r siste d  w e ll in to  th e  19 3 0 s a n d  194 0 s m e

c e n tre į  s u spic io n  o f th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e  sp a c e  c o n tin u e d , 
e x e m plińed

in  o c c a sio n al s u pp r e s siv e  p o lic ie s
"

a n d sp o r a d ic  a tte m pts  to

ç o r re c t th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e  sp a c e  th r o u gh  th e  in p u t o f n o v e ltie s , 
s u ch

a s hygie n ic  re gu la tio n s
, 

sp o rts , 
sta te  o r p a rty p ro p a ga n d a , 

film

, 
l
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p r o je c tio n s a n d th e a tre  pl \   H o w e v e *  im b u e d w ith O rie n ta lis t
o v e rto n e s a b o u t th e  b a c k w a rd n e s s  a n d slothńness o f th e  c o fïe e
h o u s  this d is c o u rs e  still sh a r e d w ith th e  o tto m a n  sta te  th e  o ld
fe a r  o f c o fïe e  h o u s e s a s  u n c o n tr o lla ble  a n d  p o te n tially s u bv e rs iv e
sp a c e s T h e  r e p u blic a n  le a d e rship c o n tin u e d to  b e  s u spic io u s o f
th e  c o fte e  h o u s e  fo r  th e  s a m e  o ld  r e a s o n s M e  c o f e e  h o u s e s o f
e th n ic  a n d r ëligio u s m in o ń tie s  w e r e  s e e ll a s  sp a c e s p ro m o tin gid e n titie s  a n ta go n istic  to  th e  u n ita ry n a tio n a l id e n tity th e  r egim e
w a s s triv in g to  e n fo r c e  fo llo w in g th e  c lo s u r e  o f th e ir  lo dge s ,d e r v ish o rd e r s w e r e  s u sp e c te d o f s e c r e tly  o p e r a tin g in  c o fte e
h o u s e s  d u rin g th e  F r e e  R ep u blic a n  p a r  e x p e rim e n t in  1 93 o

,

c o fïe e  h o u s e s w e re  c o n s id e re d sp a c e s  o f s u b v e rs iv e  p r o p a ga n d a
a n d go s s ip , w h e th e r  

¢ 

c o m m u n isť  o r
'

r e a c tio n a r y
'

; a n d  d tırin g th e
Sh e ikh  S a id r e b e lh o n  in  192 6

, 
th e y w e r e  s u sp e c te d o f sh elte rin g

b rig a n d s
, v a g a b o n d s  a n d  lo w life s

, a n d th e  p o lic e  w e re  o rd e r e d
to  m o n ito r  a iıd  e v e n  p r e v e n t th e  d is c u ssio n  o f p o litic s In  c o fte e
h o u s e s

ı4

T h e  re gir】 }u r s e  c o n tr a ste d
th e  n e w  sp a c e s th e  s ta te  a n d  P a r ty w e r e  e s ta blish in g to  c o fle e

h o u s e s a n d th e ir  
¢ dir ty atm o  sp h e r e  

°

W n e n
, 
fo r  in s ta n c e , a  H a lk e v i

jo u r n a l c ritic iz e d  lo c a l p e o p le  fo r  s till v isitin g c o fte e  h o u s e s
, 
th e

a u th o r  exclaimed th a t
'

to d a y th e  c o fte e h o u s e  o f th e  T u rks  is  th e

H a lk e v i Is Th e  P e o p le s H o u s e  e m e rg e d  a s a n  a lte r n a tiv e  to  th e

c o fte e  h o u s e
,

e n d o w e d w ith q u aıitie s
, 

in fu s e d  w ith a c tiv itie s

a n d id e a s s u pp o s e d to  b e  c o n tr a ry to  th o s e  o f th e  c o fre e  h o u s e

In  a  p a r a lle l fa sh io n
, 

th e  P e o p le
'

s R o o m s w e r e  p o r tr a ye d  a s

sp a c e s  th a t w e r e  in  c o n tr a s t to  v illa g e  c o ffe e  h o u s e s  a n d  v illa ge

r o o m s
16 W ith th e  e stablish m e n t o f th e  P e o  p le

'

s  R o o m s
,  
th e s e

v illa g e  r o  o m s w e r e  c o n sid e r e d  o u td a te d
, 

17 
w hile  th e  im a g e s

e m p lo y e d to  d e s c r ib e  th e  tw o  sp a c e s o v e rd y c o r r e sp o n d e d  to
th e  in c o m p a tib ility th a t w a s  s u p p o s e d  to  e x ist b e tw e e n  th e m

v illa ge  r o o m s w e r e 5 11e d w ith s m o k e
, n a st}r s m e lls a n d fo ggy

in  c o n tr a s t to  th e  clean a n d e d u c a tio n a l o rd e r
'

o f th e  p e o ple
'

s

R o o m s
18 T h e  P e o p le

'

s  R e a din g R o o m s  (m lk O ku m a  O d a la n ),

a n o th e r  r e gim e  p rq e c t to  e sta blish fr e e tim e  s o c ia liz a tio n

sp a c e s u n d e r  s tate  c o n tr o l, w e r e  p r e s e n te d  in  a s  a n a lo go u s  w a y

n e
'

s a n ti c o ffe e h o u s e  m o r a lis tic  d is c o
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a s
'h e a r th s  o f e d u c a tio n  a n d  id e a s  fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f e v e r y c la s s

a n d  typ e , [a im in g] a t s a tis fyin g th e  s triıd e n ts
'

n e e d  fo r  r e a din g

a n d s a v in g th e m  fr o m  d ir ty p l a c e s  lik e  th e  c o fte e h o u s e  a n d  th e

n ig h t c lu b
ı9 T h e  E d u c a tio n  M in istr y  p r e s e n te d  th e  R e a d in g

R o o m  a s 
'

a n  u p r igh t p la c e  p e o p le  c a n  v is*  in ste a d  o f g o in g To

th e  c o ñ e e h o u s e
' 2o

A c c o rdin g to  th is  official m o r a lis tic  d is c o u r s e , 
th e  p e o p le  a n d

th e  y o u th  w e r e  th e  c o fte e  h o u s e
'

s  p r im a ry v ic tim s  in  n e e d  o f th e

n e w  s p a c e s  th e  s ta te  a n d  P a r ty w e r e  e s ta blish in g fo r  th e m F o r  a

p a r ty b o s s s e e in g th a t
'

th e  v illa g e  la d s
'

v isitin g a  p r o v in c ia l to w n ķ

m a rk e t w e r e  ń1lin g th e  c o fte e  h o u s e s  a n d  d r in kin g a lc o h o l w a s a

v e ry  g o o d r e a s o n  to  r e q u e s t th e  o p e n in g o f a  P e o ple
'

s  R o o m  to

s a v e
'

th e s e  y o  u th s fr o m  b a d  h a b its 
°2 1

O c c a s io n a lly e v e n  th e  in te lle c tu a ls  s u f[e r e d  fr o m  th e  la c k

o f R e a d in g R o o Jn s , 
sp o r ts  c lu b s  a n d  P e o p le

'

s  H o u s e s a n d
,

o f c o u rs e , 
th e  a c tiv itie s  th e s e  sp a c e s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to  o fĺ e r

N e v e r th e le s s
,  

th e  p r in c ip a l b e n e ń c ia r ie s  o f th e  n e w  sp a c e s

a n d th e ir  a c tiv itie s  w e r e  r e p o r te d to  b e  th e  y o u th  a n d th e

p e o p le H e r e , 
th e  s e p a r a tio n  o f th e  e d u c a te d  a n d  sta te  e lite s

fr o m  th e  r e s t o f th e  p e o p le  o f th e  G ök alp ia n  sy n th e sis a n d

th e  r e g im e
'

s p r o je c t o f p e o ple
'

s  e d u c a tio n
2z 

w a s  r e p r o d u c e d

v e r b a tim  in  th is  m o r a listic  a n ti c o fte e  h o u s e  d is c o u r s e M e r e ,

th e  c o ife e  h o u s e  w a s  p o r tr a y e d  a s a  s p a c e  o f th e  p e o ple  a n d

p o s s e s s e d a ll th e  p e o ple
'

s v ic e s  a n d  d e ń c ie n c ie s to  b e  tre a te d

w ith  p e o p le
'

s e d u c a tio n  a  sp a c e  o f filth in e ss  a n d la z in e s s in

n e e d o f hyg ie n e
, 

sp o r ts
, 

n a tio n a l c u ltu re , 
c iv iliz a tio n

, 
th e a tr e

a n d a r ts M e  div id e  b e tw e e n  p e o ple  a n d in te lle c tu a ls a n d th e

c o n c o m ita n t c o n tr a d ic tio n  o f th e  o ffic ia l d is c o u r s e  w ith its

p o p u list rh e to ric , 
a s a n a lyz e d  in  th e  fir s t c h a p te r

, p e r m e a te d

th e  r e gim e
'

s  rh e to r ic  o n  th e  c o fte e  h o u s e O n ly tw o  y e a r s
'b e fo re

th e  e stablish m e n t o f th e  people H o u s e s a n d  o n ly te n  d ays

a fte r  th e  e sta blish m e n t o f th e  F r e e  R e p u b lic a n  P a r ty in  1930,

th e  p a r ty is s u e d a  c o m m u n iq u é p r o h ib itin g g a m blin g a n d th e

c o n s u m p tio n  o f r a k t in  p a r ty b u ild in g s a n d T u rkish  H e a rth s

T h e  r e a s o n in g b e h in d  s u c h  a  p r o h ib itio n  is in te r e stin g
'

th e se

a c tiv itie s [d rin k in g a n d g a m blin g] w ill n o t b e  to le r a te d by t
h e
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p e o p le  
j

N e v e rth e le s s
, 
d rin kin g a n d  g a m blin g w e r e  n o t p r o h ibite din  g e n e r al

, a s
'

in  r e a lity d r in kin g is  n o t at a ll p r o h ibite d  by o u rp rin c iple s E v e r y b o d y is fr e e  to  e x e r c is e  this  p le a s u r e
,  
b u t

'

itis  自此 id d e n  to  g iv e  th e  im p r e s s io n  o f a  d r in k is g ta v e rń 23 Th ec e n tr e
'

s  p r e o c c u p a tio n  w ith a pp e a r a n c e s  h e r e  is c o m p a r a ble  toth e  O ttó m a n  s ta te
'

s  a ttitu d e  to w a r d s th e  c o fre e  h o u s e  it w a s  n o ta g a in s t th e  c o n s u m p tio n  o f c o fte e
, 
b u t a g a in st th e  u n c o n tr o lla ble

s o c ia liz in g in  c o fte e  h o u s e s
, 

th e  c o n c o m ita n t tr e sp a s sin g o fth e  b o r d e r s  s e p a r a tin g  p o p u la tio n  fr o m  s ta te  o ffic ia ls
,  a n d th e

s u b v e r siv e  p o p u la r  p o litic a l d is c o u r s e
,  th e  d e v le t so]betleri

m e n tio n e d  in  th e  p o lic e  r e p o r ts  K 1r h  h a s sdie{ĽZ4
C o n sid e r in g th e p o s itio n  a n d fu n c tio n s th e s e  tw o  sp a c e sh a d  (o r  w e r e  s u pp o s e d  to  h a v e ) in  lo c a l s o c ie tie s , th e  riv a lr yth a t th e  o f ic ia l d is c o u r s e  c la im e d  to  e x ist b e tw e e n  th e m  s e e m s

r e a s o n a b le N o tw ith sta n din g th e ir  d ifre r e n c e s in  m a n y r e sp e c ts
,

了
了b o th w e r e  sp a c e s o f fr e e tim e

,  a fte r w o rk s o c ia liz a tio n h
c o n tr a s t to  th e  c o e  h o u s e .  Th o u gh , 

th e  H a lk e v i w a s d e sig n
a s a  h e te r o s o c ia l sp a c e

, a lth o u gh fe m a le  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e

H a lk e v i sp a c e  a n d a c tiv itie s  w a s  r a th e r  lo w
2 5 T h is o v e rla p p in g o f

a c tiv itie s  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p e r v a siv e n e s s a n d lo n g his to r y o f th e

c o fte e  h o u s e  a s a  p o p u la r  m a le  s o c ia liz a tio n  sp a c e  im m e d ia te ly
e sta blish e d  th e  H a lk e v i a s  a  c o m p e titiv e  sp a c e  a n d  riv a l to  th e

c o fre e  h o u s e  a n d  v ic e  v e r s a T h is riv alr y b e c o m e s e v id e n t if w e

c o n sid e r  a  fe w  a c tiv itie s  th a t w e r e  c u s to m a r i】y c a r r ie d o u t in  b o th

pla c e s T h e  H a lk e v i th e a tr e  a n d  m u sic a l e v e n ts , 
th e  H o u s e s

'

r a dio

s e ts  a n d  c in e m a  p r o je c tio n s , w e r e  in  d ir e c t c o m p e titio n  w ith

th e  p e rfo r m a n c e s  o f tr a d itio n a l s to ryte llin g (M e dd a li), p o p u la r

a n d sh a d o w  th e a tr e  (K a n a göz  a n d O r ta  O y u n ), a n d o f w a n d e r in g
th e a tric a l tr o u p e s

, 
b u t a ls o  o c c a s io n a l c in e m a  p ro je c tio n s

, 
r a dio

liste n in g a n d  n e w sp a p e r  r e a din g a ll c o m m o n ly ta k in g pla c e  ill

c o fïe e  h o u s e s
26

T h e  le tte r s  u s e d  h e r e a m ply  e m plo y e d th e  m o r a listic  dis c o u r s e

w h e n  r e fe r rin g to  th e  c o ū e e  h o u s e  o r  c o « e e  h o u s e r e la te d

a c tiv itie s (g a m blin g , 
d rin kin g c o fre e

,  Bo s sip in g a n d sittin g idle)
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G a n ıb lin g )  
D r in k in g  a n d

E lite  S e g r e g a tio n  in  tııe  P e o pıe
'

s  H o u s e

p r o b a bly o n e  o f th e  m o st p r e v a le n t a s p e c ts  o f c o m p la in t

le tte r s w a s th e  g a m blin g a n d  d ń n k in g o f c o fte e  a n d  a lc o h o l in

p e o p le
'

s  H o u s e s
27  G a m b lin g a n d  a lc o h o l d r in kin g w e r e  stric tly

p r o h ib ite d by th e  H o u s e s
' b y la w s T h e  d tin k in g o f c o fte e  w a s

n o t n e v e r th e le s s
,  

th e  c o m p la in ts emplayed Th e  v o c 北国a ry o f

c o fte e  a n d  c o fte e d r in k in g  to  p r o je c t th e  n e g a tiv e  im a g e  o f

th e  c o fte e  h o u s e  in s id e  th e  P e o p le
'

s  H o u s e M a n y  p e titio n e r s

e n ip lo y e d  th is  ta c tic  in  s tr e s sin g th e  (u n a tta in e d ) difte r e n c e

b e tw e e n  H a lk e v i a n d  c o fte e  h o u s e
, 

s u c h  a s th e  18 p e o p le  sig n in g

a s th e
'

th e  Y o u th s  o f S a n göl'

o n  3 A p r il 19 4 0 :
'

[T ]h is h o ly n e st

y o u  h a v e  o p e n e d  w ith  th e  a im  to  e n ligh te n  a n d  s a v e  u s
, 

th e

y o u th
, 
fro m  th e  d ir ty a tm o sp h e r e  o f th e  c o ffe e h o u s e  

28 S a lim

q a n g a  fr o m  B a h çe  c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  H a lk e v i c h a ir m a n  w a s

h id in g th e  H o u s e  
» 

s b o o k s  a n d  n e w sp a p e r s s o  th a t our p e o ple

le a d  a  s o lita ry life  in  th e  c o fte e h o u s e  c o r n e r s
' 29 T h e  im a ge  o f th e

c o fte e  h o u s e  w ith a ll its  n e g a tiv e  c h a r a c te r is tic s ,  g a m blin g a n d

d r in kin g , w a s fr e q u e n tly m e n tio n e d  in  o rd e r  to  s tr e s s th e  g r a v ity

o f th e  s itu a tio n
'

It h a s b e c o m e  e n tir e ly  a  p la c e  o f g a m blin g

c o m p le te ly r e s e m b lin g a  c o fte e h o u s e
'

; 
3o '

yo u  c a n n o t d istin gu ish

b e tw e e n  a  c o fte e h o u s e  a n d  th e  r e a d in g r o o m T h e  H a lk e v i is

h a v in g a  c a ţ a s tr o ph ic  e ffe c t o n  th e  r e gio n , a s  its s e c r e ta ry d rin k s

a  lo t o f b o o z e
'

: 
3 1 

o
'

o n  its  ta ble s  th e  g a m bıe r s  pıa y fr o m  d u sk

to  d a w n  a n d h a v e  tu r n e d  th is  b e a u tifu l p la c e  in to  a  c o n u n o n

g a m blin g c o ffe e h o u s e  
32

T h e  le tte rs  d re w  fr o m  th e  r e a d y m a d e  m o r alistic  dis c o u rs e

c irc u la tin g in  n e w sp a p e r s  a n d  P a r ty p u b lic a tio n s  a ï ıd  d e sc rib e d th e

c o fre e  h o u s e s a s d ir ty a n d  u n h e a lth y p la c e s  th a t p r o m o te d la zin e ss

a n d  sp re a d  e v il id e o lo gie s B u t
, 
th is tim e

.  
Th e  s a m e  rh e to ń c  w a s

a ls o  im p lic a tin g th e  P e o p le s
'
H o u s e A  c iv il s e r v a n t c o m plain e d  th a t

th e  yo u th s
'

a re  d a m a ge d  in  th e  c o r n e rs  o f th e  c o ife e h o u s e , 
in  dirty

pla c e s
' b e c a u s e  o f th e  lo c a l H o u se ķ id le n e s s

33 Sig n in g a s  a  P  a  H y

m e m b e r  th e  a n o n ym o u s a u th o r  o f a n o th e r  le tte r  pla ye d w ith th e

state į  o ld fe a r o f th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e  a s a  c e n tre  o f s e d itio u s talk H e
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la m e n te d  th a t th e  lo c a l H o u s e
'

s Sp o r ts  s e c tio n  h a d  d o n e  n o th in g
to  a ttr a c t th e  y o  u th  a n d

, a s  a  r e s u lt
,  
M e  y o u th s  w ill b e  s tır r e n d e r e d

to  v e r y  c a ta str o p h ic  id e o lo g ie s  in  th e  c o fïe e h o u s e  c o r n e r s W n o s e

d u ty is [it] to  s a v e  th e s e  y o u th s  fr o m  th e  c o fre e h o u s e  c o r n e r s ?
' 34

ö u r  a u th o r s ,  c le a rly c o p yin g th e  o ffic ia l ja rg o n , c o n tr a s te d  th e

p e o p le
'

s  H o u s e s  a n d  R o o m s  w ith  th e  c o fte e  h o u s e s  a n d  r e m in d e d
th e  P a r ty th a t th e  H o u s e s  w e r e  e s tab lish e d  to  s a v e  th e  p e o  p le  a n d
th e  yo u th  fr o m  th e  c o fï e e  h o u s e T h e y  g a v e  v a r io u s  r e a s o n s   fo r

th is  fa ilu r e T h e  le tte r s u s u a lly in v o k e d  th e  n e g a tiv e  im a g e  o f 
'

th e

[d ir ty] c o r n e r s  o f th e  c o fte e h o u s e
'

in  tw o  c ir c u m sta n c e s T h e  ū r s t
,

a s  w e  s a w  äb o v e
,  

o ċ c u r r e d  w h e n ,  
d e p r iv e d  o f th e  sp a c e  a n d  th e

a c tiv itie s   o f th e  H a lk e v i fo r  a v a r ie ty o f r e a s o n s
, 
th e  c o m pla in a n ts

a n d  th o s e  th e y  p u r p o r te d ly r e p r e s e n te d  (m o st c o m m o n t) T
'

th e

p e o p le
'

o r
'

th e  y o u th '

) w e r e  le ft w ith  th e  o n ly  a v a ila ble  o p tio n
,

w h ic h  w a s  to  a s s e m b le  a t th e  c o fte e  h o u s e

B u t s e c o n d ly,  a n d  m o s t im p o r ta n tly,  c o m p la in t le tte r s  c ite d

th e  c o fte e  h o u s e  w h e n  th e y d is c lo s e d  th a t p o p u la r  p r a c tic e s  o f

m a le  s o c ia liz a tio n  w h ic h  w e r e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e

(g a m b lin g  a n d  d r in k in g) w e r e  a ls o  c o m m o n ly ta k in g pla c e  in  th e

H o u s e s A s  a  c o m p la in a n t r e p o r te d , 

'

c o ffe e  a n d  te a  a r e  s e r v e d  to

th e  v is ito r s  o f th e  H a lk e v i lib r  \  w h ile  th e y  c a n  a ls o  pla y d o m in o
,

c h e s s  a n d  s im ila r  \  m e s N o w  th is  n e s t o f c u lh ır e  fu n c tio n s  lik e  a

c o fte e h o u s e  it is  im p o s sible  to  r e a d  a  b o o k  o r  a  n e w sp a p e r  b e c a u s e

o f th e  n o is e
'3 5 A n o th e r  le tte r  p r o te s te d  th a t 

¢ 

s o m e  c iv il s e r v a n ts
)

th in kin g h igh ly o f th e m s e h re s  a n d  d e sp isin g th e  lo c a l p o p u la tio n
,

a r e  c u s to m a r ily a n d  in  fr o n t o f th e  lo c a l y o u th s  e x e r c isin g im m o r a l

d e e d s ,  
s u c h  a s  g a m blin g a n d  d r in kin g , 

in  th e  H alk e v i 36  D rin k in g

c o fïe e  o r  a lc o h o ı
, g a m blin g a n d  p la yin g o th e r  g a m e s

, 
a c tiv itie s  th  � į

le tte r s  r e la te d to  th e dir ty c o r n e r s  o f th e  c o fte e h o u s e
,  
w e r e  r e p o r te d

in  th e  P e o p le  
° 

s  H o u s e s  o f B o z c a a d a
, 
B ig a

) 
O s m a n iy e , 

B a yr a m iç,

A rh a v i
,  
T o r tu m  (E r z u r u m ), 

K e m alp a şa , 
K u şa d a sl, 

İ n e b o lu
, 
iz m it

,

K rz dh is a r  (D e n iz li),  
K u la  (M a n is a ), 

K 1z tlte p e  (M a rdin ),  Sin o p ,

E rb a a  (Tio k a t), 
B in gö1 a n d A m a sy a

, 
a n d  th e  P e o ple s R o o m s  o f

C e  yla n p u la r  (U rfa ) a n d B o z o v a  (U r fa )3 7

N e x t to  a c c u s a tio n s o f im m o r ality, 
th e  exclusion o f th e ir

a u th o r s  fr o m  th e  H a lk e v i w a s p r o b a bly o n e  o f th e  m o st c o m m o n
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th e m e s  o f th e  le tte r s
38 S o m e tim e s it w a s th e  s o le  r e a s o n  fo r

c o m pla in in g s o m e tim e s  it e m e rge d  a s a  c o r o lla ry  to  th e  situ a tio n

o r e v e n t d e s c r ib e d In  th e ir  a tte m p t to  r e p o r t th e ir  e x c lu sio n

fr o m , 
o r in a b ility to  e n te r

,  
th e  P e o ple

'

s H o u s e  fo r  a  v a rie ty o f

re a s o n s , 
n o t a  fe w  a u th o r s r e s o r te d  to  th e  a r  \  m e n t th a t

'

u n able

to  g o  to  th e  H o u s e , 
th e  p e o ple  o r  th e  y o u th  sp e n d  th e ir tim e  in

th e  c o iïe e h o u s e  w h ic h  th e  le tte r s d e s c r ib e  o f c o u r s e  in  n e ga tiv e

te r m s , 
e m p lo yin g th e  r e gim e

'

s  m o ra listic  d is c o u r s e

A  v illa ge  te a c h e f c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  g e n d a r m e rie  c o rp o r al

h a d o c c u p ie d   
· 

th e  p e o ple į  R o o m  a n d  its g a rd e n
39 W ħe n  th e

d o o r s  o f o u r  p e o p le s R o o m  c lo s e d  fo r  o u f v illa ge r  fe llo w  c itiz e n s
,

e v e ryb o dY  th e  y o u th  a n d th e  e ld e r s sta r te d  to  w a ste  th e ir tim e

in  th e  c o fre e h o u s e  c o r n e r s : 4o  In  a  sim ila r v e in , 
R ifa t K a yr al

'

fro m

th e  p e o p le  o f B u ld a n  d e n o u n c e d  th e
'

illite r a te
'

a n d
'

ign o ra n ť

H a lk e v i ja n ito r  w h o  w a s th e  r e a s o n  
° 

o u r  p e o p le  a n d o u r  yo u th

a r e  r e fu s e d  th e  a c c e s s to  k n o w le dg e  [a n d ] s p e n d  th e ir  tim e  in

th e  c o fte e h o u s e  c o r n e r s
4 l In  a  d ifï e re n t to n e , 

th e  c h a ir m a n  o f

th e  Sp o r ts s e c tio n  o f a  p r o v in c ia l H o u s e  c o m pla in e d  th a t
'

it

is d i 伍 c u lt to  a s s e m ble th e  y o u th  to  d o  sp o rts
, 
b e c a u s e  th e re

is  n o  sp a c e  fo r su c h  a c tiv itie s , w h ic h  m e a n s th a t th e  y o u th s

sta y b e h in d  in  life  a s th e y g e n e r a lly sp e n d  th e ir  tim e  in  th e

c o fïe e h o u s e  c o r n e r s
42 M o re  in sp ir e d  r e a s o n s w e r e  a ls o  giv e n  fo r

th e  yo u thķ e str a n ge m e n t fr o m
'

th e ir  o w n  H o u sè A c c o rdin g to

a n  a n o n ym o u s lette th e  y o u th s  o f D o ğu b e y a z it w e re  fillin g th e

c o ffe e  h o u s e s  pla yin g p o k e r  b e c a u s e  th e  H a lk e v i c h a ir m a n  c o u ld

n o t sp e a k T u rkish , 
w h ile  th e  h obby o f th e  4 5 y e a r o ld H a lk ev i

s e c r e ta ry
'h a s b e e n  fo r  a  lo n g tim e  n o w  to  d e ń1e  y o u th s , 

th a t is ,

h e  is a  s o d o m ite  [ku la m pa r a ] 43 '

L a c k  o f p r o p e r  a d m in istra tio n
'

(id a r e siz tik) a n d a p a thy w e re
, 
O n  a n o th e r  o c c a sio n

, 
th e  re a so n s

th e  y o u th s o f B ile c ik  w e re  le ft w ith n o  c h o ic e  b u t to
'

sp e n d th eir

tim e  in  th e  c o fre e h o u s e s  a n d in  th e  str e e ts go s s ip in g 
44

B u t m o st o f a ll th e  e x c lu sio n  w a s o n c e  m o r e  e x p r e ss ed in

te r m s o f th e  a ll p e r v a siv e  div id e  b e tw e e n
'

th e  p e o ple
'

a n d th e

'

in te lle c tu a ls T h is d iv id e
, a n d  th e  e x c lu sio n  it sign ińe d , 

ap a rt

fr o m  th e  rh e to ric  s c h e m e  o f th e  le tte r s
,  
d e n o te d  c e rta in  so cial

a n d d is ċ u rsiv e  p r a c tic e s e n a c te d  by o u r a c to r s customaril bu t
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a lso  in  r e sp o n s e  to  th e  c e n tre
'

s  p o lic ie s a n d th e ir  im p le m e n ta tio n
,

a n d p r o m in e n t a m o n g th e m  w a s  th e  e sta blish m e n t a n d
o p e r a tio n  o f n e w  s o c ia l a n d  in stitu tio n a l sp a c e s

, s u c h  a s  th e

P e o p le
'

s H o u s e s M o r e  specificali m a n y  le tte r s  c o m p la in e d  th a t,

a lth o u gh  p r o h ib ite d
,  c o fte e h o u s e  a c tiv itie s  w e r e  p e r fo r m a e d  in

th e  H o u s e s , e x p r e s s e d  in  te r m s  o f th e  o m n ip r e s e n t eople'

v s
'

in te lle c tu a ls  a n d  c iv il s e r v a n ts
'

d iv id e T h e  le tte r s  c o m m o n ly
d e n o u n c e d  th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts  a n d  in te lle c tu als  fo r  m o n o p o İiz in g
he  H a l ke v i  s p a c e  a n d  for  e x c l ud i ng  the i r a u t ho r s  Çthe  p e o p le'

�

a n d
'

th e  y o u th
'

) w h ile  p r a c tisin g w h a t th e  c e n tr e  w a s  v e h e m e n tly
c r itic iz in g th e  p e o p le  fo r  performing in  c o fre e  h o u s e s T w o

ta ilo r s fr o m  B ig a , 
fo r  in s ta n c e

, 
c o m p la in e d  th a t th e  H a lk e v i

c h a ir m a n  a n d  e x e c u tiv e s  w e r e  pla yin g c a rd s  a n d  p o k e r  in  th e

H a lk e v i
, 

w h ile  
c 

th e  y o u th s  s p e n d  th e ir  tim e  in  c o iï e e h o u s e s  
45 In

sim p le  w o rd s
, 
th e  a rg u m e n t w e n t a s fo llo w s  :

'

[T ]lze y g a m b le  in
th e  H a lk e v i

,  
w h e n  w e  a r e  a sk e d  n o t to  v isit th e  c o fĥ e e h o u s e s  in

o rd e r  to  g a m b le

C o n s id e r  th e  fo llo w in g in c id e n t a s  d e s c r ib e d
,  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d

,

b y six  c o trn p la in a n ts , a n d  e x p la in e d
, o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d

, 
b y  th e

lo c a l P a r ty c h ie f O n  3 N o v e m b e r  194 4
'

th e  u n d e r s ig n e d  y o u th s
'

a  fa rm e f, a  ta ilo f» a  s h o e m a k e r
, 

a  m u n ic ip a l p o r te r  : a  c a r e ta k e r

in  th e  s ta te  d isp e n s a r y  a n d  a  g r o c e r d e n o u n c e d  th e  K a y m a ka m

o f th e  s m a ll A e g e a n  to w n  o f K u şa d a s l fo r  c u r sin g a n d  e x p e llin g
th e m  fr o m  th e  P e o p le

'

s  R o o m  w h ile  sla p p in g o n e  o f th e m  in  th e

fa c e
'

Is th e  P e o p le
'

s R o o m  th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts c lu b ? T h e  p e o p le  a r e

r eje c te d  th e r e  
4 6

In  h is le tte r  to  th e  p r o v in c ia l P a r ty b r a n c h  (Iz m ir) o n  1 A p r il

194 4
, 

D r  S e z a i Y a v a șç a
, 

c h a ir m a n  o f th e  lo c a l P a r ty b r a n c h
,

re c o u n te d  th e  e v e n t q u ite  d ifte re n tly

O u r  d istric t is sm all a n d th e r e  a re  11o  s u ita ble  p la c e s fo r  o u r  c iv il

s e rv a n t fr ie n d s
47  to  sit In  o rd e r  n o t to  h a v e  th e m  v isit u n s u itable

lac e s  bu t  in or de r  to gat he r  [in a plac e ] tog et he r ,
 o
n e  of  the  ro o m s �

o f th is b u ild in g , 
w h ich  b e lo n gs to  th e  m u n ic ip a lity, w a s a llo tte d to

th e m M o s e  fr o m  th e m  [c iv il s e rv a n ts] w h o  d e sir e  to  stu dy a n d

e x c h a n ge  o p in io n s  p a s s to  th e  People R o o m
, w h ic h  is a  s e p a r a te
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r o o m
, w h ile  th o se  w ish in g to  pla y c o m m o n  g aiı1e s  e n te r  th e  o th e r

ro o m S o  th e  in c id e n t to o k pla c e  in  th e  c iv il s e r y a n ts
'

ro o m
,  w h ich

h a s  n o  r e la tio n  to  th e  peopis R o o m A s fo r  th e  in c id e n t
W ħe n  th e  K a ym ak a m  F e v z i H a m u rc u lu  e n te r e d  th e  civil

s e r v a n ts
'

r o o m
, 
th e  c o m plain a n ts w e re  pla yin g p a r a fa  [a  c a rd  ga m e i

o n  o n e  o fth e  ta ble s T h e  K a ym a k a m  a d d re ss e d th e m  in  th e  fo llo w in g
w o rd s :

'

w hy d o  y o u  fo llo w  u s
, 
th e re  a re  e igh ty c o ñ e eh o u s e s

,  
this

pla c e  b e lo n gs  to  th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts T h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  to  b e  im p o lite
,

ju st 9o  th e r e  m e n
,  a c c o fd in g to  r u m o u r s

,  
h e  e n te re d th e  r o o m  a

little  la te r  a n d
, s e e in g th e m  th e r e  a ga in

,  
h e  sla pp e d  K e n a n  ò n d e r  in

th e  fa c e A ll o f th e m  a re  a b o u t e igh te e n tw e n ty y e a r s o ld M e y m e

n o t in telle c tu a ls , 
b1łt im m a tu re  y o u n g ste r s, so m e  of the m  w tsh in g to

p a ss fo r ro w d ie s a n d to īıgh s lkülhanbeyi\a

Th e  w a y th e  lo c a l P a r ty c h ie f d e s c r ib e d th e  pla in tiffs  is  te llin g
o f th e  w a y c a te g o r ie s th a t w e r e  e x a lte d in  th e  ocial dis c o u r s e ,

s u c h  a s th e
'

y o u th '

o r  th e
'

in te lle c tu a ls w e r e  u s e d  in  th e  lo c a l
c o n te x t H e  r e p o rte d th e ir  y o u th a s a  h a n d ic a p r a th e r  th a n  a n

a ss e t, a tte s tin g to  th e  fa c t th a t th e y w e re  n o t in te lle c tu a ls T h is
c o n te m p t fo r  th e ir y o u th  c o n fo r m e d  to  p o p u la r  n o r m s  r e g a rdin g
s e n io rity In  th a t s e n s e

, 
th e  c o m pla in a n ts  w e r e  d e p ic te d  a s

tre sp a s sin g o n  a  sp a c e  th e y w e r e  Ito t lit to  e n te r  d u e  to  sta tu s

(n o n in te lle c h ıa ls  o r  c iv il s e r v a n ts) a n d  a ge  r e stric tio n s N e e dle ss
to  s a  th e s e  r e stric tio n s w e r e  n o t to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  H a lke v i
b y la w s q u ite  th e  c o n tr a r y.  

Th e y w e r e  p r o h ibite d w n a t is m o r e ,

in  d is c r e d itin g th e  c o m p la in ts
, 
S e z a i Y a v a şça  m o v e d  a w a y fr o m

c a te g o r ie s  e m p lo ye d by  th e  o ffic ia l dis c o u r s e  (in te lle c tu als/
th e  p e o p le ) a n d in v o k e d  th e  im a ge  o f th e  källï a n beyi o f th e

n e ighb o u rh o o d In  p o p u la r  representation th e  küllła n beyi w a s

a n  a m b i \  o u s lig u re
, 
th e  lo c a l

'

to u gh  g u y
'

w h o  w o u ld 
'

p ro te c ť
th e

'h o n o u r
'

o f th e  q u a r te r  a n d its r e sid e n ts (e sp e c ia】1y its
w o m e n ) a ga in st th e  o u tsid e

, 
b u t a t th e  s a m e  tim e  w a s th e  lo c a l

b u lly In  th e  e ye s  o f a  c e n tr e , w h ic h a sp ir e d to  p e n e tra te  a n d
'

m o d e r n iz e
'

th e  lo c a lity th at th is lo c a l
'

to u gh g u y
'

w a s  p ro te c tin g
a g a in st o u tóld e rs , 

th e  kiilııa n be yi w a s tr a n sla te d In to  a n  o u td a te d

n e g a tiv e  typ e  th a t o b str u c te d  th e  v e ry
'

p ro g re ss
'

o f th e  re gio n
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th e  c e n tr e  w a s a im in g a t w ith th e  P e o ple į  H o u se s In  th e  e ye s
o f e d u c a te d a n d u s u a lly n o n lo c a l sta te  o ñic ia ls

, th e  kiitha n beyi
w a s s e e n  a s  a  lo w c la s s p rim itiv e  v e stige

, a n
'

im m a tu r e  yo u n gste r
w ish in g to  p a s s fo r  ro w dy a n d  to u gh

T h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h g a m blin g w a s a c c o u n te d fo r  by th e
im plic a te d is  a ls o  te llin g o f th e  w a y th e  d istin c tio n  b e tw e e n  c iv il
s e r v a n ts  a n d   lo c a ls w a s e x p re s s e d a n d p e rfo rm e d H e r e , th e
c o m pla in a n ts m e n tio n e d n o th in g a b o u t g a m blin g In s te a d

, 
th e ir

a c c u s a tio n  w a s b a s e d  o n  th e  a rg u m e n t th a t th e y w e r e  e x p elled
by th e  K a y m a ka ı?ı b e c a u s e  th e y w e re  fr o m

'

th e  p e o p le
'

a n d n o t
c iv il s e r v a n ts T h e  a c c u s e d  sid e

, o n  th e  o th e r h a n d
, a d m itte d

th a t th e y w e r e  d e n yin g a c c ęs s to
'

n o n c iv il s e r v a n ts a lb e it n o t
fr o m  th e  People R o o m  b u t fr o m  a n  a dja c e n t r o o m  th a t h a d
b e e n  allo c a te d fo r  th e  e x c lu siv e  u s e  o f c iv il s e r v a n ts M o re o v e r

,

u p o n  e x p la in in g th e  r e a s o n s fo r  r e s e r v in g a  r o o m  fo r  e x c lu siv e

u s e  by  c iv il s e r v a n ts , 
th e  lo c a l P a r ty c h ie f u s e d  a  to n e  s o m e h o w

a ss e n tin g o r  a c c o m m o d a tin g to  th e  a c c u s a tio n s o f e x c lu sio n A s

th e y d e sire d  to  a s s e m ble  by th e m s elv e s , a n d sin c e  th e ir  d istric t

w a s  s m a ll w ith n o  s u ita ble  p la c e s fo r  th e m
, a n  a dju stm e n t w a s

n e c e s s a r y E lo q u e n tly y e t qu ite  sim p ly e x p r e s s e d
, 
th ey  c o n sid e r e d

th e m s e lv e s  e n title d to  b e  s eg re g a te d fľ o m  th e  p e o ple  a n d th e
'

u n s u ita ble c o fï e e  h o u s e s th ey fr e q u e n te d

A s fo r  th e  c o m p la in a n ts , 
th e  K a ym a ka m

, w h o  w a s  a c c u s e d

e ls e w h e r e
49 

o f p la yin g b a c k g a 】n m o n  w ith th e  b a n k į  v ic e

c h a irm a n  in  th e  H a lk e v i, w a s r ep o rte d  e x p la in in g w h e r e  th e

c o m p la in a n ts th a t is
, 

n o t th e
'

c iv il s e r v a n t fr ie n d s
'

sh o u ld

a ss e m b le
, 

th a t is , a t th e  c o fre e  h o u s e M e  p r o ble m .  
Th u s

, 
w a s

n o t p la yin g c a rd s  p e r  s e
, 
b u t p la yin g c a rd s in  th e  w r o n g pla c e ,

in  th e  People R o o m , w h e r e  g a m blin g w a s p r o h ibite d A n d
, a s

o n e  c a n  p la u s ibly a s s u m e  a n d th e  P a rty ch ie fk le tte r im plie d , 
th e

c iv il s e r v a n ts w e r e  p lay in g c a rd s o r a s D r  S e z a i Y a v a şça  p u t it

'

c o m m o n  g a m e s
'

in  th e  H a lk e v i In ste a d o f e x clu din g th e  lo w

c la s s b th e r s
' fr o m  th e  People R o o m  th e n , 

a s th e  c o m pla in a n ts

p r o te ste d
, 
th e  lo c a l p a r ty c h ie f r e sp o n d e d th a t a  s e p a r a te  sp a c e

w a s c r e a te d  fo r  th a t s a m e  p u r p o s e  w ith in , 
o r  n e x t to , 

th e  People

R o o m T r u e  o r  fa ls e , 
th is a r r a n g e m e n t w a s a n  in g e n io u s s o lu tio n
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o n  th e  p a r t o f lo c a l P a rty a n d s ta te  e lite s , 
a n  a n sw e r  to  tw o

s e e m in gly in c o m p a tible  d e m a n d s : o n  th e  o n e  h a n d
, 
to  sp a tia lly

s e g reg a te  fr o m  lo c a l n o n e lite s  w ith o u t m o n o p o liz in g th e  H a lke v i

a n d th u s e x c lu d in g th e  b th e r  w h ile
, 
o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d

, 
to  b e  a ble

to  p e rfo rm  p r iv a tely a n d a w ay fr o m  th e  p u blic  g a z e  (c o « e e  h o u s e)

a c tiv itie s p r o h ibite d in  th e  P e o ple
'

s H o u s e s
5o In  th e  te r m s o f th e

O tto m a n  s ta te
'

s p o litic a l d is c o u r s e  (n o t n ėc e s s a r ily its p r a c tic e s),

th is s o lu tio n  p r e v e n te d  th e  tr a n sg r e s sio n  o f th e  b o rd e r  b e tw e e n

r u le r s a n d  r u le d by s a Ř gu a rdin g d istin c t sp a c e s o f s o c ia liz a tio n

fo r  sta te  o ffic ials B u t fr o m  a n o th e r  p o in t o f v ie w
,  

c u r re n t sta te

p f a c tic e  r e ga rd in g th e  r e la tio n sh ip o f im p o r ta n t sta te  o ffic ia ls

w ith th e  p o p u la tio n  o f th e  pla c e s th e y w e r e  a p p o in te d to  w a s also

b a s e d o n  a  s im ila r  r a tio n a le  h igh  c iv il s e r v a n ts , judiciar p o lic e

a n d m ilita ry o  伍 c ia ls w e r e  n o t u s u a lly ap p o in te d to  th e ir pla c e  o f

b ir th o r  r e sid e n c e  a n d  w o u ld b e  o p tim a lly re a p p o in te d to  a  n e w

a r e a  a fte r s o m e  y e a r s  s o  th a t th ey w o u ld n o t e s ta b lish r e la tio n s

w ith lo c a ls th a t w o u ld c o m p ro m is e  th e ir d u ty to  th e  s ta te In  a

sim ila r fa sh io n , 
th e  P a r ty d e le g a te d  th e  d u ty to  in sp e c t lo c a l P a rty

str u c tu r e s to  n o n lo c a l M P s  o r  P a r ty elite s S o
, 

a  c e r ta in  d ista n c e

fro m  lo c a ls w a s b o th s o lic ite d a n d  e x p e c te d T h e  in ge n io u s

m e th o d  o f c r e a tin g a  s e gr e g a te d sp a c e  w ith in  th e  People R o o m

to  se p a r a te  k o m  th e  lo c a ls w h ile  g a】n blin g w a s e x c u s e d o n  th e se

gro u n d s

A  le tte r fr o m  İ n eb o lu  r e v e a le d a n  a n a lo go u s m e th o d to  k e ep

th e  b o rd e r  in ta c t a n d a c h ie v e  th e  s e g re g a tio n  o f th e  ga m blin g a n d

d rin kin g in te lle c tu a ls fro m  th e  r e st by a  sim ila r  a c t o f e x c lu sio n

W e  a re  o f th e  P e o ple
'

s P a r ty a n d sin c e  its e s ta blish m e n t th e  H alk ev i o f

o u r  d istric t h a s b e e n  d iv id e d in to tw o  p a rts th e  la rge  h all is re se r v e d

fo r stu dyin g , 
th e atr e  pla y s

,  
a n d all kin d s o f m e e tin g s th e  o th e r  pa rt

is a  s m all r o  o m  w h e r e  th e  H alk e v i a d m in istr a tio n  h a s p e rm itte d [th e

d rin kin g o f] c o « e e
,  
a n d th e  pla yin g o f billia rd s E v e ryb o dy c o u ld sĮt

in  b o th r o o m s In  th e  e v e n in g o f 22 M a r ch  194 9 w e
, 
ch ild re n  o f this

c o u n try, w e n t to  th e H alk e v i th a t w e  k n o w  to  b e  o p e n  to  e v e r yb o dy

a n d s a t in  th e  s m a ll pla yin g ro o m  th a t is 1ıs e d a s a  c o ffe e h o u s e

U p o n o rd e rin g tw o  c o fte e s a n d th e  d o m in o
, 
th e  p e rs o n  m akin B
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c o fte e  r e plie d th a t h e  w ill n e ith e r  giv e  u s th e  d o m in o  n o r  m a k e

c o ū e e  b e c a iıs q  a s it s e e m s , 
th e  H a lk e v i c h a ir m a n  h a d s a id th a t o n ly

H alk e v i m e m b e rs
, 
ly c ée  g r a d u a te s

, a n d c iv il s e r v a n ts c o u ld  e n te r  th is

s m a ll r o o m  u s e d a s  a  c o ffe eh o u s e  a q d o p e iı to  a ll th e  p e o ple  o v e r  th e

a ge  o f e ighte e n If ly c ée  gr a d u a te s a n d  c iv il s e r v a n ts a re  c o n sid e r e d

to  b e  fro m  th e  p e o p le ,  
th e n  a re n

'

t w e n o n lyc ée  g r a d u a te s o r  c iv il

s e r v a n ts fr o m  th e  p e o p le ? 
5 1

B o th p r a c tic e s r e v e a le d by th e  le tte r s  (e lite  s e g r e g a tio n  a n d  c a r d  a n d

g a 】n ë p la yin g) w e r e  in  p a r tic u la r  in v o k e d in  p o p u la r  g rie v a n c e s

a g a in s t th e  C ĺty C lu b (şe ìıir  Xtlıibu ) C ity C lu b s  w e r e  e s ta blish e d

a s p la c e s o f s o c ia liz a tio n  fo r  lo c a l a n d  s ta te  e lite s
, 
u s u a lly  e d u c a te d

p ro fe s sio n a ls
, 
c iv il s e r v a n ts a n d b u r e a u c r a ts S o m e  w e r e  s u p p o s e d

to  o p e r a te  a s  a
'

s c ie n tific  a n d  s o c ia l in s titu tio n  in  th e  r e gio n
'52

to  q u o te  th e  by la w s  o f th e  şe lıir  R iłliibii o f B a h k e sir O u tsid e

Ista n b u l, Iz m ir  o r  A n k a r a , 
C ity C lu b s  sta rte d  to  a pp e a r  in  th e

193 0 s a n d  it s e e m s  th a t m o s t C ity C lu b s o f A n a to lia n  p ro v in c ia l

to w n s  w e r e  e s tab lish e d  in  th e  la te  19 3 0 s a n d  194 0 s R igh t fr o m

th e  b e gin n in g , 
th e y  w e r e  sp a c e s  e s ta blish e d a n d  fr e q u e n te d  by

sta te  o ffic ia ls to  th e  e fte c t th a t th e y  w e r e  a lte r n a tiv e ly c a lle d
'

c iv il

s e r v a n ts clu b s
53 C o n s id e r

, 
fo r  in s ta n c e , 

th a t in  193 4 th e  p a r ty
S e c r e ta r y  R e c e p  P e k e r  in fo r m e d  th e  P a r ty o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t yo u th

u n io n s a n d  k lu b s u n d e r  o th e r  n a m e s
'

c o u ld  fu n c tio n  a s  n u c le i fo r

th e  fo r th c o m in g  e stab lish m e n t o f a  H alk e v i F o r  th is  r e a s o n
, 
h e

re c o m m e n d e d  th a t s u c h  in stitu tio n s b e  p r o te c te d  a n d  c o n tr o lle d

by th e  lo c a l P a r ty th r o u gh  th e  r e gistr a tio n  o f P a r ty m e m b e r s a n d

s u pp o r te r s
5 4

A t th e  s a m e  tim e , 
th o u gh , 

th e  C ity C lu b w a s  c o m m o n ly
ta rge te d  by  b o th c o m p la in t le tte r s a n d n e w sp ap e r  a r tic le s

ss 
u sin g

th e  s a m e  rh e to ric  a n d d is c u r s iv e  te r n ıs a s  w a s  a pplie d to  th e  c o fre e

h o u s e T h e y w e r e  a c c u s e d  o f h o stin g
'h igh  g a m blin g p a r tie s

' 56 
a n d

dis c rim in a tin g a g a in st n o n e lite s
57 B u t th e  C ity C lu b w a s als o

n e g a tiv e ly  a s s o c ia te d to  th e  P e o p le
'

s H o u s e  a n d its  a c tiv itie s by
b o th c o m p la in ts  a n d  P a r ty in v e s tig a tio n s In  a n  in te r e stin g a n ď

r a r e  c a s e  fr o m  th e  isla n d o f B o z c a a d a
, 
fo r  in sta n c e

, sta te  o ffic ia ls

h a d  tu r n e d th e  lo c al P e o p le į  R o o m  in to  a  C ity C lu b th e y e v e n
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h a d a  sign  p u T a t th e  R o o m ķ e n tr a n c e
'C ity C lu b ,  

e n tr a n c e  o n ly

fo r m e m b e r s T h e  e n s u in g in v e s tiga tio n  by  th e  P a rty c o n fir m e d

th e  a c c u s a tio n  a n d  o rd e r e d a  r e tu r n  to  th e  p r e v io u s s tate  o f

a ñ a irs
58

Z ū h tū D u r u k a n , 
M p  fo r  S a m su n  a n d  P a r ty in sp e c to r  o f

th e  B ile c ik a re a , 
re la te d  th e  in difte r e n c e  o f s o m e  c iv il s e r v a n ts

to w a rd s  th e  H a lk e v i to  th e  e x is te n c e  o f a  C ity  C lu b A c c o rdin g

to  th e  inspecto B ile c ik  w a s a  sm all a n d n e gle c te d  p r o v in c e  a n d

th e  fo r m e r g o v e r n o r d id n o t c a r e  ab o u t a n yth in g , 
w a itin g a s h e

w a s to  s e r v e  h is la s t ū v e  ye a r s u n til r e tir e m e n t T h e  situ a tio n  w a s

a gg r a v a te d by a  n u m b e r  o f c iv il s e r v a n ts  w h o , 
in ste a d o f fa cin g

p ro s e c u tio n  fo r  p r e v io u s o ū e n c e s ,  
h a d  b e e n  a d m in istr a tiv ely

e x ile d  in  B ile c ik T h e s e  c iv il  se r v a n ts
'

w e r e  ta k in g a d v a n ta ge

o f th e  go v e r n o r
'

s in d ifte r e n c e , 
h a v e  lo s t th e ir  d is c iplin e  to  th e

s ta te , 
a n d  w e re  a s s e m b lin g in  a  p la c e  c a lle d  C ity C lu b

, 
w h e re

th e y w e re  g a m blin g u n til m o r n in g , 
s o m e tim e s  e v e n  ab a n d o n in g

th e ir s e r v ic e  a n d c o n tin u in g g a m blin g a t d aĦim e  A s  a  re s u lt
,

th e  H a lk e v i
'

r e m a in e d s ta gn a n t a n d
'

a s  s o m e o f th e  a d dic tėd to

g a m blin g h igh le v e l c iv il s e r v a n ts w e re  n o t v isitin g th e  H a lk e v i,

th e y b e c a m e  a n  o b sta c le  to Th e  p a r tic ip a tio n  o f th e  ju n io r  civ il

s e r v a n ts a s w e ll 59

M u h sin  A dil B in a1, M P  fo r  K o n y a  a n d  P a rty in sp e c to r o f

S e yh a n
, 

o fte r e d a  m o r e  \  n e r a l a s s e s s m e n t o f th e
'

C ity C lu b
'

ph e n o m e n o n , 
its  c a u s e s  a n d  r e s u lts

In  fa c t, o n e  o f th e  ńr st th in gs a  go v e r n o r  is th in kin g o f d o in g in

th e  c itie s a n d to w n s is to  fin d  a  b u ildin g fo r  th e  c iv il s e rv a n ts in

p a rtic u la r to  a ss e m ble  in  o rd e r to  rel? , a n d  to  m a n a ge  it a s a  C lu b

In  s u ch  a  pla c e , 
th ey c o m e  to ge th e r  to  ch a t a n d r e a d n e w sp a p e rs a n d

Jo u rn a ls d ep e n din g o n  th e  pla c e
, 
in  a  s m all o r  la rge  s c ale ,  ga m blińg

is a c c e pte d a s a  n a tu r al fa c t O u r p e o ple
'

s H o u s e s a re  o bliged to

b e n e lit fro m  d re  e« o r ts o f th e  in telle c tu als a n d th e  e x p e rtis e  o f th e

c iv il s e rv a n ts A fte r a ll
,  
in  s m aıl to w n s th e  su c c e ss o f th e  a ctiv ltle s

o f th e  P e o ple  
'

s H o u s e s d ep e n ds  s o le ly o n  th e  c iv il s e r v a n t m e m b e rs

F ro m  this p e rsp e c tiv e
, 

th e  e x iste n c e  o f su ch  c lu b s  is n a tu r ally

p re v e n tin g th e  a c tiv itie s o f th e  H o u s e s It is als o  n e e dle s s to ex plain
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h o w  m u ch d a m a ge  to  o u r  s o c ia l b o dy th e  ga m blin g in  th e  c lu b s a n d

th e  c r e a tio n  o f la z y a n d  v a g a b o n d  typ e s p ro d u c e s
6o

A lth o u gh c r itic iz in g th e  fo s te r in g o f g a m blin g ,  
a n d  w h ile  h e

re c o g n iz e d  th e  p o te n tia l im p e d im e n ts  to  th e  H a lk e v i a c tiv itie s

th e s e  c lu b s  m igh t p r o d u c e
, 
th e  P a rty in sp e c to r  d id n o t s e e m  to

c o n sid e r  th e  id e a  b e h in d th e  c r e a tio n  o f s u c h  c lu b s th a t is
, 
th e

c a r v in g o f a n  a u to n o m o u s  sp a c e  fo r  th e  e x c lu siv e  u s e  o f c iv il

s e r v a n ts h a r m fu l
, 

u n le s s  p e rh a p s  u s e d  fo r  g a m blin g T h is is

r e m in is c e n t o f th e  P a r ty
'

s  p o s itio n  o n  d r in kin g  a n d g a m b lin g

in  P a r ty b u ild in g s a n d T u rk ish  H e a r th s  in  193 0
, 

w h e n  a  P a r ty

c o m m tin ic a tio n  s ta te d th a t th e s e  a c tiv itie s w e r e  n o t p r o h ib ite d

in  ge n e r a l
, 
b u t o n ly in s id e  P a r ty b u ild in g s in  o rd e r  n o t to  g iv e

th e  w r o n g im p r e s s io n s to
'

th e  p e o p le  w h o  
°

w ill n o t to le r a te

th e m
6 1 A p p e a r a n c e s  a g a in  w e r e  p a r a m o u n t T h e  n e e d  to  s u sta in

th e  b o r d e r  w a s sile n tly  e x p rès s e d , 
b u t th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts  w ith in

th e  b o rd e r  sh o u ld  n o t a pp e a r  p r o v o c a tiv e  to  th e  e x c lu d e d M e

a m biv a le n c e  w a s o n c e M o r e  c o n v e y e d  d r in k in g , g a m b lin g

a n d pla y in g g a m e s
, 

a lth o u gh c o n d e m n e d a s  in a pp r o p ria te  a n d

u n p le a s a n t in  th e  o ffic ia l d is c o u r s e , w e r e  n o t a lw a ys  e v a lu a te d  th e

s a m e  w a y  r e g a rd le s s o f w h e r e  a n d  by w h o m  th e y w e r e  p e rfo r m e d

Th e  d o c u m e n ts  a v a ilab le  d o  n o t d ir e c tly v o ic e  th e  o p in io n s o f

th e  m a in  u s e rs  o f s u c h  sp a c e s th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts b u t M u h sin

A d il B in a l p a r tia lly c o n v ey e d  th e m T h e  c iv il s e r v a n ts  w e r e

ta c itly g r a n te d  th e  r igh t to  a s s e m b le  to g e th e r  s e p a r a te ly fr o m

th e  r e s t o f th e  p e o ple  a n d , 
if n o t b e c o m in g

'la z y a n d v a g ab o n ď

o r
'

p r e v e n tin g th e  a c tiv itie s o f th e  H a lk e v le ri : ambling, 
b ig o r

sm a ll, is c o n s id e r e d a  n a tu r a l fa c t a h n o st a c c ep tab le

Sim ila r  g rie v a n c e s w e re  r a is e d  by c o m p la in t le tte r s a s w e ll

A  le tte r  fr o m  T o sya  a tte m p te d  to  d ir e c t th e  c e n tr e
'

s a tte n tio n

to  th e  lo c a l C ity C lu b
'b e c a u s e  c o n sid e r  it to  b e  o p p o sin g

th e  go v e r n m e n t a n d P a rty p r in c ip le s T h e  a n o n ym o u s a u th o r

in fo rm e d  A n k a r a  th a t a ll th e  r e gio n a l c iv il s e r v a n ts , 
in c lu d in g th e

p u blic  p r o s e c u to r
, ju dg e , 

m ayo r  a n d th e  H a lk e v i c h a ir m a n , 
w e r e

m e m b e rs a n d p a id m e m b e r sh ip fe e s A s a  re s u lt, 
th e  c iv il se r y a n ts

b e c a m e  to ta lly in d ifre r e n t to  th e  H a lk e v i a n d th e  g a p  b e tw e e n  th e
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p e o ple  a n d  s ta te  o ffic ia ls  w a s fu r th e r  w id e n e d T h e  c o m p la in a n t

c o n tin u e d th a t th e  C lu b  w a s d o in g n o th in g fo r  th e  r e gio n  o r  th e

c o m m o n  go o d
'

It is ju s t a  n e s t o f g a m b lin g a n d  d r in kin g fo r

th r e e  o r  fiv e  c iv il s e r v a n ts  a n d  th e ir  s u p e r io r s F o r  th e  ju d g e  a n d

p r o s e c u to r  s  s a k e  P a r ty a n d H v i  m e m b e r s s a y  n o th in g a n d
h a v e  fu n  to g e th e r : 6 2

T h r e e  y e a r s la ţe ħ a  c o m m u n iq u é o f th e  in te rio r  m in is try
r e ite r a te d  a lm o s t id e n tic a lly  th e  c h a r g e s  o f th e  a b o v e  le tte r  a g a in s t

th e  C ity C lu b s T h e  d o c u m e n t a d m itte d  th a t th e  C ity C lu b s  w e r e

e sta b lish e d  a n d  r u n  in  o pp o s itio n  to  th e  P e o p le
'

s H o u s e  ; th a t th e

C lu b s h a d  o b ta in e d  a  n u m b e r  o f p r iv ile g e s  in  c o m p a ris o n  to  o th e r

p u b lic  p la c e s ; th a t b e c a u s e  o f th e s e  p riv ile g e s  th e y h a d  b e c o m e

g a m b lin g a n d  d r in kin g c e n tr e s  th a t th e y w e r e  o b str u c tin g th e
'

c o m in g to g e th e r
'

(k a y n a şm a ) o f p e o p le  a n d  in te lle c tu a ls  a n d
th a t th e y w e r e  p r e v e n tin g th e  in te r e st a n d  p a r tic ip a tio n  th a t

w a s  n e c e s s a r y fo r  th e  People H o u s e s  a n d  R o o m s
6 3 C o n sid e re d

to g e th e r  w ith th e  a b o v e  r e p o r t by M u h s in  A d il B in a l a n d
n u m e r o u s le tte r s fr o m  P a r ty c h ie fs  a n d  c iv il s e r v a n ts

, 
th e  p a rty

c o m m u n iq u é r e v e a le d  th e  e x iste n c e  o f v a rio u s  p e r sp e c tiv e s

a m o n g P a r ty a n d  s ta te  p e r s o n n e l r e g a rd in g th e  pla c e  th e  P e o ple
'

s

H o u s e  a n d state  o ffic ia ls  sh o u ld  h a v e  in  th e  p r o v in c e s State  a n d
P a rty in stitu tio n s  a n d  a c to r s  in  th e  c e n tre  a n d  th e  p r o v in c e s  w e r e

e x p r e s sin g a  s e t o f n e e d s a n d  a im s th a t w e r e  m u tu a lly e x c lu siv e

O n  th e  o n e  h a n d
, s ile n tly  o r  n o t

, 
th e  n e e d  o f c iv il s e r v a n ts a n d

b u r e a u c r a ts to  s e p a r a te  a n d  k e e p th e m s e lv e s s e g r e g a te d  fr o m

th e  re st o f th e  lo c a l p e o p le  w a s v o ic e d e q u a lly e x p r e ss e d
, o n  th e

o th e r  h a n d
, w a s th e  p r im a ry a im  o f th e  P e o ple

'

s H o u s e s
,  
to  r e aliz e

th e
'

c o m in g to g e th e r
'

o f in te lle c tu a ls a n d  p e o p le A  n u n Įb e r o f
in g e n io u s s o lu tio n s to  th e s e  tw o  c o n flic tin g d e m a n d s w e re

"
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d e v is e d  by H a lke v i e lite s a n d c o n s e q u e n tly d e n o u n c e d by ,  
th o se

e x c lu d e d fr o m  th e  H a lk e v i sp a c e

S e v e r a l H o u se s c o u ld c irc u m v e n t th e  H o u s e s
'

p ro g r a m m a tic

o p e n n e s s th ro u gh th e  v e ile d se g re ga tio n  o f c iv il s e r v a n ts , 
te a ch e rs

a n d  stu d e n ts
'

T e a c h e rs
'

e v e n in g s stu d e n ts  m e e tin gs a n d c iv il

s e rv a n t m e e tin gs w e re  e m plo y e d to  th is e n d .  

64 H o w e v e ĥ  th e  m o st

c o m m o n  a n d c o m m o n ly d e n o u n c e d m e th o d o f s e g re ga tio n  w a s
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th e  is s u in g  o f in v ita tio n s Th e  sy ste m  o f in v ita tio n  c a rd s  (davete )
to  H a lk e v i e v e n ts i s u c h  a s  th e a tr e  a n d  m u sic a l p e rfo r m a n c e s ,

w a s  d e v is e d  by P a r ty a n d H a lk e v i b o s s e s  to  r e g u la te  th e  e n tr a n c e

to  H a lk e v i a c tiv itie s  b u t a ls o  to  r e s tr ic t th e  e n tr a n c e  o n l)r to

th e  p e o p le  r e c e iv in g th e  in v ita tio n s In  th is  w a y th e  e n tr a n c e  to

m a n y 
L  p e r h a p s  m o st H a lk e v i a c tiv itie s w a s  r e str ic te d  a n d th e

H a lk e v i e x e c u tiv e s  c o u ld lim it e n tr a n c e
, e n fo rc in g  r u le s o f p a r tia l

(sp a tia l a n d  te m p o r a l) in c lu sio n o f s o m e  a n d  e x clu sio n  o f o th e rs

N o t u n r e a s o r  äbly, 
th e n

, 
th e  d a v e tiye  w a s o n e  o f th e  m o st p o p u la r

g r ie v a n c e s  o f th o s e  e x c lu d e d  fr o m  th e  H a lk e v i H a lls S e v e r a l

le tte r s  m e n tio n e d  o r  c o m p la in e d a b o u t th e  in v ita tio n s n e e d e d

to  e n te r  th e  H a lk e v i d u rin g a  th e a tr e  p la y o r  \  n e r a l sh o w
6s 

a

c o n c e r t, 
66 

o r  a  b a ll 67 In  Z o n g u ld a k
, 

a s  a n  a n o n ym o u s w rite r

p r o te s te d , 
a  sy s te m  o f c o lo u r e d tic k e ts w a s a p plie d  to  r e g u la te  th e

e n tr a n c e  to  th e  H a lk e v i c in e m a T h e  M o n d a y e v e n in g sh o w s  w e r e

r e str ic te d  to  h igh le v e l o ffic ia ls  h o ld in g  w h ite  c a rd s  th e  T b e s d a y

e v e n in g sh o w s to  th e  r e s t o f th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts w ith th e  p in k c a rd

th e  W e d n e s d a y sh o w s  to  e x e c u tiv e s o f th e  sta te  M in in g C o m p a n y

w ith th e  blu e  c a rd th e  Th u r sd a y sh o w s to  lo w le v e l c o m p a n y

e m plo ye e s  w ith g r e y c a rd s a n d
, ńnall th e  F r id a y e v e n in g s  to

w o rlce r s
6 8 In  a n o th e r  e x a m p le , 

th e  c h a ir m a n  o f th e  Iz m ir  H a lk e v i

p rin te d in v ita tio n  c a rd s fo r  th e  H a lk e v i p r o g r a n u n e  o n  12 Ju ly
194 3 

» e n tid e d
'

C u ltu r a l E v e n in g  T h e  c a rd w a s fo r  tw o  p e r s o n s a n d

in fo r m e d  th a t s tu d e n ts a n d o th e r  m in o r s  w o u ld n o t b e  a d m itte d
õ9

T o  s u m  u p , 
th e  c o m p la in t le tte r s  a n d  th e  r e p o r ts b e  it fr o m  a

lo c a l P a r ty m a n  o r  a n  (e x te r n a l) P a r ty in sp e c to r r e k r r e d to  tw o

p r a c tic e s  a lr e a d y p r e s e n t in  a  n u m b e r  o f sp a c e s  a n d  o c c a sio n s  e v e n

b e fo r e  th e  c r e a tio n  o f th e  P e o p le
'

s H o u s e s O n e  w a s th e  p r a c tic e  o f

s e gr e g a tio n  o f th e  e d u c a te d  a n d  e lite  s e g m e n ts o f lo c a l s o c ie tie s

fr o m  th e  r e s t o f th e  p o p u la tio n M e  s e c o n d w a s  a  w id e  s e t o f

le is u r e  s o c la liz in g  a c tiv itie s th e  c e n tr e  h a d b e e n  s u sp ic io u s o f fo r

c e n tu rie s , 
in c lu d in g th e  sp a c e  w ith in  w h ich th ey typ ic a lly to o k

pla c e
, 
th a t is

, 
th e  c o fte e  h o u s e T h e s e  p r a c tic e s in te r s e c te d w ith  th e

n e w  sp a c e  o fth e  P e o ple ts H o u s e  a n d its a c tiv itie s  e n c o u n te r e d  a n d

c o n tr a s te d w ith  th e  H o u s e s
'

a in is  a n d  in te r r e la te d  w ith
, 
r e fle c te d

a n d b e c a m e  r e fle c te d in  c o n fE c tin g b u t a ls o  p a r a lle l d is c o u r s e s
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e m plo y e d  b o th  by th e  r e g im e  a n d s o c ia l a c to r s W e  h a v e  s e e n
h o w  th e  a c c o m m o d a tiv e  d is c o u r s e  e m p lo y e d by c iv il s e r v a n ts  a n d
P a r ty m e n  in  r e la tio n  to  th e ir  n e e d  to  s e g re g a te  fr o m  th e  r e st o f
th e  p e o p le  w a s  c o n tr a ste d  w ith  th e  a c c u s a to r y d is c o u r s e  o f th o s e

e x c lu d e d  fr o m  o r  d e n ie d  a c c e s s to  th e  H alk e v i

T h e  le tte r s c o m p la in e d  a b o u t m a n y  d e fic ie n c ie s
, w r o n gd o in g s

a n d  th e  e x c lu sio n  o f th e ir  a u th o r s fr o m  th e H o u s e s W illin g b u t

u n ab le  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o fre a s o n s to  e n te r  a c c o rd in g to  th e ir  a c c o u n t
,

th e s e  c o m pla in a n ts u s e d  th e  o  伍 c ia l d is c o u r s e  in  a  ta c tic a l a n d
in g e n io u s w a y tu r n in g , s tr e tc h in g a n d  e v e n  1n u tatin g w ith o u t

to ta lly a n d  o u tw a rdly r e fu sin g it, 
u s in g its o w h  c o n tr a d ic tio n s a n d

a m b ig u itie s in  o rd e r  to  fu r th e r  th e ir a c c u s a tio n  a n d
, Ultimatel

th e ir  r e q u e s t 1 r e a d  th e s e  g rie v a n c e s  a s th e  r e s u lt o f a  c o n tin u o u s

str u ggle  th a t w a s  w a g e d  by o u r  a c to r s (in c lu d e d a n d e x c lu d e d)
u p o n  th e  H a lk e v i b o rd e r B y  H a lk e v i b o rd e r

, 
I d o  n o t r e fe r  to

th e  H o u s e s
'

sp a tia l c h a r a c te r istic s a lo n e
, 
b u t to  th e  to ta lity o f th e

d is c o u r s e s  d e s c r ib in g , 
th e  p r a c tic e s c o n n e c te d w ith  a n d th e  v a lu e s

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  H a lk e v i, a n d to  th e  c o n te n d e r s  o r  r e fu te r s  o f

s u c h  d is c o u r s e s
, p r a c tic e s a n d v a lu e s ; th a t is , 

th e  in e n  a n d  w o m e n

s itu a te d in , o n
, o u tsid e  b u t a ls o  fa r  a w a y  fr o m  th e  H alk e v i b o rd e r

I c h o s e  to  v ie w  th e s e  tw ists a n d tu r n s a n d th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n

ta c tic s a n d d is c o u r s e  in v o lv e d a s a c ts o f d o m e stic a tio n  o f th e

p r a c tic e s  th e  c e n tre  w a s  s triv in g to  in tr o d u c e D o m e sū c a tio n  h e r e

r e fe r s  to  a c ts by s o c ia l a c to r s th a t a tte m p te d  to  r e n d e r  th e  p o lic ie s

o f th e  r e fo r m in g state  fa m ilia r  to  lo c a l n e e d s a n d in te re s ts , a n d to

th e  s o c io p o litic a l a n d  c u ltu r a l r e a litie s  o f lo c al s o c ie tie s

D r a w in g o n  M e lte m  A h lsk a , 
1 e m p lo y th e  te rm  b o u n d a ry

m a n a g e m e n t to  d e sig n a te  b u t als o  to  e x p lo r e  th is p r o c e s s  o f

d o m e stic a tio n
, o f th a t c o n tin u o u s tu r n in g , 

tw istin g , r e sistin g
a n d  a c c o m m o d a tin g th e  centre p r o je c ts o n  th e  r e a l, p r a c tic al

a n d  d is c u r siv e  b o rd e r  o f th e  H a lk e v i 7o A h rsk a  stu die s T u rkish

r a d io  b r o a d c a s tin g in  th e  19 3 0 s a n d  194 0 s in  o rd e r to  e x p lo r e  th e

c o n tin u o u s b o u n d a r y m a n a g e m e n t th e  T u rkish e lite  w a s p r a c tisin g
in  r e la tio n  to  tw in  c o n c e p ts s u c h a s fo re ig n /n a tio n a l, e lite /p e o ple ,

m e n /w o m e n , o r a u th e n tic la r tific ia l E m plo yin g th e  te rm  to  p o in t

to  th e  in clu s iv e n e s s/e x c lu siv e n e s s o f th e  r e p r e s e n tatio n s o f s u ch
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n o tio n s  in  r a d io  b r o a d c a stin g s
, 
A h tsk a  n o te s  th e  a b ilit) T o f th e

re p r e s e n ta tio n s to  r e c o gn iz e  th e  e x is tin g  b o u n d a r ie s a n d  th u s

dr a w  n e w  o n e s
, w h ile  str e s sin g th e  a s s o c ia tio n  th e s e  o p e r a tio n s

o f b o u n d a r y m a n a g e m e n t h a d  to  r e la tio n s  a n d  p r a c tic e s  o f

p o w e r I u s e  b o u n d a r y m a n ag e n a e n t in  a  b r o a d e r  s e n s e , 
to  d e n o te

th e  str u ggle s  s o c ia l a c to r s w e r e  e n g a g e d  in  a t th e  b o u n d a r y  o f

H a lk e v i sp a c ė
,  
b u t a ls o  to  in c lu d e n e x t to  its  r e p r e s e n ta tio n s

th e   d is c u r siv e  p r a c tic e s  th a t c o n stitu te d th e  b o u n d a ry  s e p a r a tin g

th e  H o u s e s  a n d  w h a t th e y  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to  sta n d  fo r  fr o m  th e ir

e x te r io r  th a t th e y w e r e  in te n d e d  to  nationalize
'

a n d  \civ iliz e

E m plo y e d  by  ther a u th o r s  to  e n h a n c e  th e  e tq e c te d  r e s u lt

o f th e ii p e titio n
,  

th e  le tte rs
'

v o c a b u la r y  d r e w  fr o m  th e  o ffic ia l

dis c o u r s e  b u t a ls o  r e fle c te d th e ir  a u th o r s
'

p e r c e p tu a l a n d  c o g n itiv e

p a n o p ly E v e n  u p o n  a  q u ic k  r e a d in g o f th e  le tte r s , 
it b e c o m e s

im m e d ia teıy  a p p a r e n t th a t th e ir  a u th o r s  w e r e  a w a r e  o f a n d  u tiliz e d

th e  o  伍 c ia l n e g a tiv e  d is c o u r s e  a b o u t th e  c o fte e  h o u s e
7 1 T h e

e x te n s iv e  u s e  o f th e  a n ti c o fte e  h o u s e  m o r a lis tic  d is c o tır s e , 
first

o f a ll e x p r e s s e d th e  a u th o r s
'

a b ilit) T to  id e n tify th e  r e gim e
'

s  fe a r s

a n d p r e o c c u p a tio n s a n d  m a n ip u la te  th e m  to  a d v a n c e  th e ir  o w n

d e m a n d s  a n d  in te r e sts
,  

a n d c la im  th e  H alk e v i sp a c e .  
Its  r e s o u r c e s

a n d  th e  fa c ilitie s  a n d  sta tu s it m igh t o fĺe r  to  c o n te stin g s id e s  in  a n

o n g o in g lo c a l fe u d
, 
s u c h  a s  th e  o n e s  a n a lyz e d  in  C h a p te r  3

O n  a  m o r e  g e n e r a l le v e l, p e titio n in g th e  P a r ty  m e a n t th a t th e

a u th o r  w a s lik e ly to  s ta r t a n d c o n c lu d e  th e  le tte r  w ith  s o m e  k in d

o f r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  id e a ls o f th e  P a r ty a n d  th e  People H o u s e s

In  th e ir  a tte m p t to  d e m o n stra te  th e ir  c o m m itm e n t to  th e  r e gim e

a n d e n s u r e  a  p o s itiv e  r e a c tio n  to  th e ir  d e m a n d
, 

m a n y a u th o r s

im ita te d  th e Party v o c a b u la r y  to  sh o w  a  d e g r e e  o f id e o lo gic a l

a fin ity A  ta c tic a l m o v e  d is c lo s in g th e  s u p p lic a n ts
'

a b ility to

a ck n o w le d g e  a n d  u tiliz e  (fr a g m e n ts  o f) th e  r e g im e
'

s  ja rg o n
,

SPeaking K e m a lis ť  72 w a s  s o m e th in g e x p e c te d  b u t p r o b a bly  n o t

a s  c o m m o n  a s
'

sp e a k in g B o lsh e v ik
'

in  th e  S o v ie t U n io n
T3 m e

u tiljz a tio n  o f th e  K e m a list ja rg o n  d id n o t a u to m a tic a lly  m e a n

th a t th e  u n d e rlyin g d is c o u r s e  w a s r e a d ily a c c e p te d  rathe th e

e m p lo ym e n t o f th e  o  伍 c ia l d is c o u r s e  w a s a  c o n v e n tio n a l w a y to

a d d r e s s a u th o r i 年 A fte r  a ll
, 
d e n o u n c in g  th e  r e gim ek p rin c ip le s
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w o u ld  rıo t h a v e  b e e n  a  p r o d u c tiv e  w a y to  p r o te st o r  r e q u e st

a n y th in g fr o m  th a t s a m e  p o w e r
,  
th u s  th e  le tte r s  n e e d e d  a n d trie d

to  p h r a s e  th e ir  d e m a n d s in  th e  a p p ro p ria te  la n g u a g e

N o tw ith s ta n din g th e  le tte r s
'

a ftin ity w ith  th e  o ffic ia l d is

c o u r s e , 
fr o m  a n o th e r  p e r sp e c ti rv e  th ey  d e v ia te  * o m  th e

c e n tr e
'

s d is c o u r s e A p a r t fr o m  ju st c o py p a stin g th e  r e gim e
'

s

VOCabular m a n y a u th o r s
'

ta c tic a l u s e  o f it o v e r tu r n e d  s o m e

o f its p r o p o s itio n s T h a t w a s e v id e n t in  th e  a u th o r s
' fr e q u e n t

e m p lo y m e n t o f th e  d is tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  in te lle c tu a ls  a n d  p e o p le ,

b u t a ls o  o f k e y  w o rd s  fr o m  th e  K e m a lis t le x ic o n  (
'

in te lle c tu a ls

'

p e o p le
'

a n d
'

y o u th
'

, 
in  p a r tic u la r ) in  a  fa s h io n  th a t r a d ic a lly

d ifŘ r e d  fr o m  th e  o ffic ia l p o p u list d is c o u rs e In  th e ir  r e u s e
, 
th e

te r m s  w e r e  tr a n sfo r m e d to  d e n o te  d iffe r e n t a ttr ib u te s

T h e  s u p p lic a n ts
'

e x c lu s io n
, 

fo r  in s ta n c e
, w a s v o ic e d in

te r m s o f
'

w e
'

a g a in s t
'

th e m
'

; 
74 th e

'

th e m
'

in c lu d e d  w e r e
'

th e

c iv il s e r v a n ts
'

th e  ric h
'

,

'

a  Ř w  r ic h m e r c h a n ts 
'

o p p r e s s o r s

a n d
'

la n d lo rd s
'

(m iiteg a lib e
, 

z e n g in , 
a ğa ) 7 5 T h e  c o m p la in a n ts

d e p ic te d th e m s e lv e s  a s  (o f)
'

th e  p e o p le o r
'

th e  y o u th
'

a n d

a s c o n s c io u s s u p p o r te r s o f th e  r e g im e
'

s  id e a ls In  d o in g s o
,

th ey c o n s c io u sly e m plo y e d  th e  r e gim e
'

s  o w n  c a te g o rie s  o f

th e  c e le b r a te d  y o u th  a n d  p e o p le ,  w h o m  o fïic ia l id e o lo gy
w a s  p ro c la im in g a s th e  s o u r c e  o f s o v e r e ig n ty H o w e v e r , th e

c o m p la in a n ts r e v e r s e d  th e  o flic ia l d is c o u r s e  by  p r e s e n tin g
th e m s e lv e s a s th e  o p p r e s s e d

, s u ū e r in g a n d  dis e m p o w e re d

p e o ple  o r  y o iıth , 
s o m e th in g th a t w a s  e m p h a tic a lly in v o k e d

w h e n  c o m pla in in g a b o u t th e ir  c o n s ta n t e x c lu s io n  fr o m  th e ir
'

o w n  H o u s e  th a t is , 
th e  P e o p le

'

s H o u s e A n d it w a s  h e r e  th a t

th e ir  s e lF p r e s e n ta tio n  a s  th e  p e o p le  b o th  s e p a r a te d fr o m  a n d

b u ilt o n  th e  o ffic ia l p o p u list d is c o u r s e In  th e  o ffic ia l d is c o u r s e ,

th e  p e o ple  w e r e  tr a in e d in to  c iv iliz a tio n
, n a tio n h o o d a n d e q u a l

c itiz e n sh ip by  th e  in te 1ıe c tu a ls ; in  a  w a y e v o c a tiv e  o f th e  o ffic ia l

ja rg o n
, 
th e  c o m p la in a n ts  c o n tr a ste d  th e m s e lv e s (a s  th e  p e o ple)

w ith th e  in te lle c tu a ls , 
b u t o n ly  to  p r o te st th e ir  e x c lu s io n  fro m

th e
'

tr a in in g
'

th e y w e r e  su p p o s e d to  re c e iv e  fro m  th e s e  s a m e

in te lle c tu a ls 76 Th e  c e leb r a te d  eople'

o f th e  o ffic ia l p o p u list

rh e to ric  th e n  w a s tu r n e d in to  th e  h u m b le  o r th e  u n ju stly

j
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tre a te d s u bje c t a  c o m m o n  m o tif in  p e titio n  le tte r s w h o  w a sd e sp is e d a n d  o pp r e s s e d by th e  o ffic ia ls 77

In  a n o th e r  r e so u rc e fu l e m pio ym e n t o f th e  o ffic ia l dis c o u r s e
,s o m e  a u th o r s e v e n  th o s e  sig n in g a s

'
fro m  th e  p e o ple

'

r e p e a te dth e  
'

c h ild m e ta p h o r
'

o f th e  d is c o u r s e  o f s o c ia l e n gin e e r in g a n dp e o ple į  e d u c a tio n T h e ir  p re s e n ta tio n  o f th e  p e o ple  a s a  p a s siv e
a n d n a iv e  c h ild e a sily s u rr e n d e rin g to  c o fïe e  h o u se s

, g a m blin ga n d  d rin kin g w a s a  d e v ic e  to str e ss th e  e x c lu sio n  fr o m  th e  H o u s e
a n d th e  o p p rėss io n  by  sta te  a n d lo c al e lite s , w h o m  th e  le tte r sd e n o u n c e d  a s

'

c iv il s e r v a n ts
'

a n d 'la n d o w n e r s th e
'

h igh c la s s th e'

u s u rp e r s
'

a n d
'

o p p re s s o r s w n a t is e v id e n t is th e  a u th o rs
'

ab ilityto  a c k n o w le dg e  a n d m a n ip u la te  th e  o ffic ia l d is c o u r s e  in  a  ta c tic a l
a tte m p t to  s a fe g u a rd  th e ir  in te r e sts

B u t a s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  in  a  n u m b e r  o f c a s e s , w h e n  p a rty a n d
sta te  e lite s h a d  to  r e sp o n d  to  th e  a c c u s a tio n s o f e x c lu sio n ,  

th eylik e w is e  p o r tr a y e d  th e  pla in tifrs  a s
'

fr o m  th e  p e o p le
'

n o n
in te lle c tu als

'

n o n c iv il s e r v a n ts o r
'

im m a tu r e  yo u n gste r s W ith in
th e  c o n te x t o f m u lti p a r ty p o litic s a fte r  th e  p o stw a r  p o litic al
lib e r a liz a tio n

, 
R P P  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t e lite s fe lt le s s r e str a in e d  by

th e  o ffic ia l p o p u list d is c o u r s e  w h e n  d e n ig r a tin g th e  s u pp o rte r s  o f
th e  o p p o sitio n  a s

'

pleb s a
'

m o b
'

lo w life s
'b a d b r e e d s

'

a n d
'

lla t
c a p w e a r e r s

'

(ka ske tlile r r e fe rr in g to  th e  p o p u la r  h e a dg e a r  th e
lo w e r  c la s s e s a n d v illa ge rs  w o r e  a s  o pp o s e d to  th e  m o r e  e x p e n siv e

b rim m e d h a t of c iv il s e r v a n ts  a n d u rb a n  e lite s) TB

A n o th e r  s a lie n t tr a it o f th e  a c c u s a to r y d is c o u r s e  o f c o m plain t

a n d d e n u n c ia tio n  le tte r s w a s  th e  c o n sta n t in v o c a tio n  o fíre fe r e n c e

to  m o r a lity A s e x e m p lilie d  in  th e  c o m p la in t ab o u t c o f e e h o u s e

a c tiv itie s (g a m blin g , 
la z in e s s , 

d rin kin g , e tc ), 
th e  su pp lic a n ts

'

e x clu sio n  fr o m  o r  a v e r sio n  to w a rd s th e  H o u s e
, 
b u t a ls o  th e  m o r e

ge n e r a l th e m e  o f th e  o pp r e s s e d p e o p le į  s u fre rin g a t th e  h a n d s o f

o pp r e s sin g e lite s
, 
w a s e x p r e s s e d in  te r m s o f im m o r a lity Ju s t lik e

th e  c iv il s e r v a n ts in  th e  C ity C lu b
, 
th e  H a lk e v i e x e c u tiv e s a n d

state /lo c a l e lite s  w h o  e x clu d e d
'

th e  p e o ple  a n d th e  yo u th fro m

th e ir  o w n  H o u s e
,  

w e re  n o t o n ly
'

th in kin g h igh ly o f th e m s elv e s

a n d d e sp is e d th e  lo c al p o p u la tio n  b u t w e re  a ls o
'

c u sto m a rily

p e rfo r m in g im m o r a l d e e d s in  fro n t o f th e  lo c a l y o u ţh s
, 
s u c h a s
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g a m blin g a n d d rin kin g
ï 9 In  p o p u la r  d is c o u rs e  a n d  g rie v a n c e s ,

o p p re ssiv e n e s s o f th e  a c c u s e d  w e n t h a n d in  h a n d w ith  th e ir

im m o r a li 年 T h e  o p p r e s s e d ,  
o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 

w e re  fr e q u e n tly

r e n d e re d a s m o r a l a n d  righ te o u s

In  m o re  g e n e r a l te rm s , 
th e  le tte r s

' la n g u a ge  did n o t r e v o lv e o n

th e  a x is o f m o d e r n /b a c k w a rd b u t m o r a l/im m o r a l Sim p ly p u t
,  
th ë

a u th o r s did n o t c o m pla in  th a t lo c a l P a rty a ń d  sta te  o ffic ia ls w e r e

b a ck w a rd o r re a c tio n a ry  b u t th a t th e y w e r e  a c tin g in  a n  im m o r a l

fa sh io n T h e  v o c ab u la ry th e  le tte r s  r e s o r te d  to  typ ic a lly  in v o k e d

th e  m o r a lity/im m o r a lity d iv id e  c e r ta in  w o rd s a p p e a r  re\larl
s u ch  a s

'

(im )m o r a 1(ity):
'

u p r igh t
'

p r o p e r
'

c le a n
'

(nezaìıe n e z iıı
,

a h la k , ga yr i a hla klı, a hla k stz
, fe c i, te m iz , 

h a ya stz ltk
,  r ez a let

,

n a m u slu /s u z ) A  c o m m o n p la c e  r h e to ric  m e a n s  th a t w h a t m a n y

le tte rs  c o n v e ye d w a s  th e  im a g e  o f th e  c o ffe e  h o u s e
, 
th e  g a m blin g

h o u s e
,  

th e  d rin kin g ta v e r n  a n d th e  b r o th e l
, a ll sig n i n g a

m o r a l a n d  s o c ia l d e c a y
8o O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d

,  
th is  e m p h a sis o n

m o r a lity w a s v e ry r a r e ly  e x p r e s s e d  in  w o rd s th a t h a d a  r e ligio u s

c o n n o ta tio n
8 1 In  m o s t c a s e s

, 
r e ligio u sly  fla v o u r e d  w o rd s w e r e

in fr e q u e n tly p a ir e d w ith  (a n d  in  p r a is e  o f) a  P a r ty in s titu tio n  o r

id e a , 
a s  in  th e  b a n a l r e fe r e n c e s  to  

'

o u r  P W
'

s s a c r e d  a im s o r
'

th e

s a c r e d  H a lk e v i sta g e  
82

B u t if th e  a u th o r s  w e r e  a s tu te  in  n o t re fe r r in g to  ts la m  w h e n

d e n o u n c in g a  P a r ty e x e c u tiv e  to  th e  P a r ty,  
th e y  a ls o  a p p e a re d

r a th e r u n e x p e c te dly in c a p ab le  o f u sin g r e a d y m a d e  a n ti

r e gim e  c a te go r ie s  in  th e ir  d e n u n c ia tio n s M e  le tte r s  v e ry  r a r e ly
a c c u s e d th e ir  a d v e r s a r ie s o f b e in g

'

re a c tio n a r y
'

o r
'

b a c k w a rď  m e

v o c ab u la ry th e  r e gim e  u s e d to  id e n tify its e n e m ie s  U o ba z
.  
Ir tic a

,

m u r tec i
, şe ria tçi a n d s o  fo r th ) w a s  h a rd ly e v e r  e m p lo y e d  in  th e s e

le tte r s M is  w a s  p r o b a bly d u e  to  th e ir  la c k  o f r e le v a n c e  w ith in

a n y  w id e sp r e a d fr a m e  o f r e fe r e n c e  o u tsid e  th e  o ffic ia l dis c o u r s e

O th e r w is e
,  

o u r  a u th o r s  w o u ld h a v e  b e e n  q u ic k to  u s e  th e  P a rtlf :

c a tc h w o rd s to  b la m e  th e ir a d v e r s a r ie s
, a s

, 
fo r  in sta n c e

, 
in  th e

c o n te m p o r a ry S o v ie t U n io n  w h e re  a c c u s a tio n s s u c h a s ku ta k a n d

T r o tskyis t w e re  e x te n siv e ly u s e d A3

Ir r e sp e c tiv e  o f th e  m o tiv e  b e h in d  th e  c o m pla in t
, 
th e  v a lidity

o f th e  grie v a n c e  o r  th e  id e n tity o f th e  p e titio n e r  a n d  h is/h e r  r e al
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fe e lin g s a b o u t th e  r e fo r m s a n d  th e  H a lk e v i a c tiv itie s
, 

a ll le tte r s

c o n v e rg e d in  th e  la n g u a g e /rh e to r ic  w ith in  w h i c h th e y w e r e

fr a m e d  a n d w ith  w h ic h  th e y  e x p r e s s e d  th e ir  g r ie v a n c e s T h e

) n o st e m p lo y e d  r e fe r e n c e s  in  th is  a c c u s a to r y  d is c o u r s e  w e r e  to

iıjn m o r a lity a n d  o p p r e s sio n  a n d  it w a s  u p o n  th e s e  tw o  g r ie v a n c e s

th a t th e  d ifre r e n tia tio n  b e tw e e n  d e n o u n c e d  a n d  d e n o u n c e r s ,

e lite s a n d  p e o p le , 
w a s  e r e c te d O p p r e s sio n  w a s  s u r e ly a  v e r y

c o m m o n  rh e to r ic  e le m e n t o f g rie v a n c e s in  O tto m a n  h isto r y,

b u t a ls o  b e fo r e  a n d  e ls e w h e r e It w a s a  c e n tr a l e le m e n t o f th e

le gitim iz in g d is c o u r s e  o f m a n y  p r e m o d e r n  sta te s in  th e  ıw d d le

E a s t, 
in  th e  o ñic ia l d is c o u r s e  o f w h ic h  th e  r u le r d isp e n s e d  ju s tic e

by p r o te c tin g  b is  s u bje c ts fr o m  th e  o p p r e s s io n  o f s ta te  olficials 8 4

B u t th e  p a ir in g o f o p p r e s sio n  w ith (im ) m o r a lity w a s  (a n d  still

is) to  b e  fo u n d  a t th e  c o r e  o f c o n s e r v a tiv e  p o p u list d is c o u r s e s

a n d  o f th e  T \ırk is h  r ig h t s in c e  th e  19 5 0 s T h e  im a g e r y  a n d

c u ltu r a l s c e n a r io s
8 5 

o u r  le tte r s d e p ic te d  h a v e  b e e n  id e n tffie d  in

th e  w o r k s  o f in flu e n tia l c o n s e r v a tiv e  in te lle c tu a ls  in  th e  19 4 0 s

a n d  19 5 0 s ,  

86 b u t a ls o  in  th e  d is c o u r s e  o f p o litic ia n s a n d  p o litic a l

p a r tie s  sin c e  th e n
8 7 F o r  B o r a  a n d  E rd o ğa n

,  
fo r  in s ta n c e

, 
th e

s u bj e c t o f c o n s e r v a tiv e  p o p u ıis t d is c o u r s e s is  th e  p e o p le  th e ir

s u fte rin g , 
u n d e s e r v e d  m is e r y a n d  o p p r e ss io n  a t th e  h a n d s o f

im m o r a l a n d  o v e r W e s te r n iz e d  e lite s c o n s titu te  th e  b a c k b o n e

o f s u c h  d is c o u r s e s T h e  a r c h e typ ic a l s c a p e g o a t is  th e  e th n ic  a n d

r e lig io u s  O t h e  th e  W e s te r n iz e d  w o m a n  a n d  m a n
,  
th e  fo r e ig n e r

a n d th e  c o m m u n is t I h e y w e r e  r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  s u fte rin g o f

th e  r igh te o u s  p e o p le , 
w h o

, 
in  tu r n

, 
a r e  c h a r a c te r iz e d  by  c o m m o n

s e n s e  a s  o p p o s e d  to  th e  s u p e rfic ia lity a n d  ig n o r a n c e  o f th e

in te lle c tu a l a n d  o p p r e s s o r  e lite s
88

T h e  im a g e r y o f th e  le tte r s e x h ibits a  n m b e r  o f sim ila r itie s

w ith th e  d is c o u r s e  o f T ilrkish  Isla m  th a t A çrk e l h a s stu die d

fr o m  th e  p e r sp e c tiv e  o f th e  19 80 s a n d  19 9 0 s F o r  A çrk e l
, 

th e

d is c o u r s e  o f 
'

s a c r e d o p p r e s sio n
'

(ku tsa l m a z lu m lu k) c o r  v e y s

fe e lin g s o f o p p r e s sio n
, 
d is e m p o w e r m e n t

,  
in s u lt

, 
lo s s o f sta tu s a n d

re p u ta tio n
, 

a lie n a tio n
, 
b u t a ls o  th e  lo n gin g fo r  th e  r e sto r a tio n  o f

d ig n ity a n d  p o w e r  o f th e  u n d e s e r v in gly s u fĺe rin g m o r al s u bje c t

P a ir e d  w ith th e  in u n o r a lity o f th e  o p p r e s s o r
, 

th e  s u fte r in g
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a hn o st app e a rs sa cf ed a  c o m m o n  m o tif in  a ll th re e  M iddle

E a ste rn  m o n o theistic  c u ltu res
89 In  th a t s e n se , 

th e  u n de s er vin gly

o pp re ss ed a n d righte o u s s u bje c t a w a itin g re tribu tio n  w a s a

re a dily a v a ilable  a n d p o p u la r  n a rr a tiv e  a n d a  c u ltu ra】 sc e n a rio

c o n sta n tly repfo d u c e d in  p o p u la r  lite r a tu r e  a n d s o n gs
, m u sic

a n d c in e m a
9o I v ie w  this s c e n a fio  o f th e  b p p re ssed rlghte ciu s

s u bje c ť  a s a  d isc u rsiv e  a n d c o gn itiv e  c a tego ry th ro u gh w hich the

n a r r a tio n  o f s o cio p o litic al rela tio n s a n d c o lle c tiv e  id e n titie s w a s

p e rfo rm e d a n d r e n e go tia te d

B u t w h o se  id e n titie s? F o r  A çtkel
, 
th e  su bje c ts o f th e  dis c o u rs e

o f
'

s a c re d o pp re s sio n
'

w e re  th e  m illio n s o f dis o rie n te d a n d

d e stitu te  p e a s a n ts th a t h a d b e e n  le a v in g th e ir  v illa ge s to  s e ttle

n sha n t y ne i ghbo u r ho o d s in Tbr kish ci ties  sinc e  the  1 950s. u t �

o u r a u th o r s w e re  n e ith e r displa c e d p e a s a n ts n o r  c o u ld the y be

c o n sid e re d to  b e  fro m  th e  illite r a te  m a ss e s O n  th e  contrar b a s e d

o n  th e  in fo r m a tio n  p r o v id e d by th e  a u th o rs
, 

91 
m o st le tte r s w e re

c o m pile d by m iddle c la s s , p r e d o m in a te ly in a le
, 
a n d ed u c a ted

, o r

a t le a st lite r a te , 
u rb a n ite s

, 
s u c h a s  P a r ty a n d H a lke v i m e m be rs

a n d e x e c u tiv e s ; te a ch e rs
, 

la w ye rs
, 

c iv il se r v a n ts
, 

m e rch a n ts

a n d a rtisa n s In  sh o r t, th e  e x clu d e d o r in dign a n tly o b s e r v in g
c o m pla in a n ts w e r e  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  th o s e  th e  r egim e  c o n side r ed

its o w n c o n stitu e n c y in  p ro v in c ia l u rb a n  s e ttin g s

Th e  u se  o f p e titio n w rite r s c a n n o t b e  r u le d  o u t afte r a ll
,

m a n y H o u s e s a ssis ted illite r a te s a n d v illa ge r s in  th e ir  d e a lin gs

w ith th e  s ta te
, 

a n d w ritin g p e titio n s w a s a  typ ic a l a c tiv ity 
92

N e v e rth e le ss
, 
I v ie w  p e titio n  a n d c o m pla in t le tte r s a s n e go tia ted

c u ltu r a l a rte fa c ts p r o d u c e d w ith in  sp e c ińc  p o litic a l a n d lite ra ry
c o n te x ts93 a n d  a rg u e  th a t,  e v e n  if a  n u m b e r o f le tte rs w e re  c o

a u th o r e d by p u blic  s c rib e s a n d su pplic a n ts
, 
th a t by n o  m e a n s

s u gge sts th a t th e  s u pplic a n ts
'

v o ic e s a n d th e ir  dis c u r siv e  a n d

c o gn itiv e  u n iv e rs e  w e re  n o t r e fle c te d o r  rep r o d u c e d in  the  e n d

p ro d u c t O n  th e  contrar th e  le tte rs a r e  s ele c ted fro m  a n  a r r ay
o f dis c u rsiv e  re so u rc e s : th e  P a r ty ja rgo n  th e y w e r e  m im ickin g
(p e rh aps th e  in p u t o f a  p ro fe s sio n a l s c rib e  o r a  H a lke v i p e titio n

w rite r) ; th e  m o r alis tic  disc o u rs e  o f n e w sp ap e r s a n d in telle c tu als

a b o u t th e  c o fre e  h o u s eķ sm o ky e n v iro n m e n t o f g a m blin g a n d
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d 1.in kin g th a t p ro m o te d a n  u n he althy a n d la zy life style  a n d ap o p u list c o n s e r v a tiv e  dis c o u rs e  tha t b e m o a n e d a n d p ro te s te d th ee x clu sio n  a n d/o r o pp re ssio n  o f th e  p e o ple  by state  a n d p a rty e lite sw h o  w e re  p e rfo rm in g im m o ral d e e d s (ga m blin g , 
d rin kin g , a n dw o m a n iz in g) in  th e  H a lke v i

, th e  C ity C lu b a n d e ls e w h e reIt w a s u p o n  str u ggle s  fo r  th e  m a n a ge m e n t a n d d eńn itio no f th e  H a lk e v i b o u n d a ry (th a t is
, w h a t th e  p ro p e r  H a lke v i

a n d its a c tiv itĮe s w e r e  o r sh o u ld b e  like) th a t th e se  dis c u rsiv e
m e la n g e s w e re  p r o d u c e d by d is s a tisfie d m iddle c la s s u rb a n ite sIn  th a t s e n s e

, 
I v ie w  th e ir n a r r a tiv e s o f in s u lt

, o p p r e s sio n  a n dh n m o r a lity a s c o n stitu tiv e  o f th e  w a y th e y c o m pr e h e n d e d th eH alke v i e x p e rim e n t
, 
th e  r e fo r m  m o v e m e n t in  ge n e r a l

,  a n d th e ir
o w n  p o sitio n  in sid e  o r  o u tsid e  it B u t

, a s w e  h a v e  a lre a dy se e n  in
th e  p re v io u s  ch ap te r  o n  th e  H a lke v i sp a c e  w ith in  lo c a l p o litic s
in  p ro v in c ia l u rb a n  s e ttin g s , 

th is w a s in e v ita bly a  d is c o u r s e  o f
p o litic s  a s it w a s u ltim a te ly a b o u t th e  p o litic a l e m p o w e rm e n t o f
its c a r rie rs

C o n c lu sio n

In  this c h a p te r w e  h a v e  se e n  h o w  s o c ia l a c to rs  c o p e d w ith  n o v e l
h abits , 

dis c o u rs e s  a n d p r a c tic e s o f fre e tim e  s o c ializ a tio n
, w h le

a t th e  s a m e  tim e  m a kin g a llo w a n c e s fo r  lo c a l p o p u la r  p r a c tic e s

a n d d is c o u r s e s  a s w e ll a s th e ir  p e rs o n a l a n d gro u p in te r e sts a n d
h o w  b o th in  terms o f dis c o u rs e  a n d p r a c tic e s th e  a c to rs o f th e

sto rie s  n a r r a te d in  th e  le tte rs  m a n ag e d to  d o m e s tic a te  th e  H alk e v i

p r a c tic e s o f le isu re  by m e a n s o f m a n ip u la tin g th e  a m big u itie s o f
th e  r efo rm in g state p r a c tic e  a n d dis c o u rse , a s w e ll a s th ro u gh

a  n u m b e r  o f in ge n io u sly c r a fte d a d a p ta tio n s o f th e  a c tiv itie s

th e  c e n tr e  h a d p la n n e d M o re  specińcall alth o u gh p ro h ibite d

by th e  H a lk e v i by la w s a n d d e spis e d in  th e  o ffic ia l dis c o u rs e ,

a c tiv itie s h ab itu a lly p e rfo rm e d in  th e  h o m o s o c ial sp a c e  o f th e

c o fre e  h o u s e a  be t n o ire  fo r  th e  K e m alist m o d e r n iz in g dis c o u r s e

its elf w e r e  r o u tin e ly p e rfo r m e d by state  a n d lo c a l e lite s in  th e

H a lk e v i sp a c e M o re o v e r
, 
H alk e v i a c to r s d e v is e d a  n u m b e r  o f
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in ge n io u s te c h n iq u e s to  k e ep th e  sp a c e  o f th e  H a lk e v i s e g refga te d

w h ile  p e rfo rm in g c o fte e h o u s e  p ra c tic e s I v ie w  th is a s a n  a c t

o f d o m e stic a tio n  o f th e  sp a c e  a n d th e  a c tiv itie s  th e  re gim e  w a s

atte m p tin g to  in itia te T h e  d o m e stic a tio n  r e fe rs  to  th e  w a y th e

c e n tr ek id e a s a n d pla n s w ith o u t b e in g r eje c te d w e r e  ble n d e d

w ith a c tiv itie s , p e rc e p tio n s  a n d p r a c tic e s  th e y w e re  su p p o s e d to

e ra dic a te , 
o r to  w h ich th e y w e re  d is c u r s iv eiy o pp o s e d

B y s tu dyin g th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n  a n d d o m e stic a tio n  o f the

r e fo rm s  by s o c ia l a c to r s , 
m y a im  is n o t to  a s s e s s  th e  s u c c e s s o r

fa ilu r e  o f s u c h re fo r m  p r o je c ts 94 Rathe I a m  in te re s te d  in  v ie w in g

th e  c o n s u m p tio n  in v o lv e d  a s a  p r o c e ss  o f bo u n d a ry  n eg o tia tio n

in d isp e n s a ble  fo r  id e n tity m a n a g e m e n t It is u p o n  a n d w ith in  th e

c o n tin u o u sly n e g o tia te d  b o u n d a r ie s o f th e  lo c a l s o c io p o litic a l

a n d c u ltu r a l m ilie u  th a t m e n  a n d  w o m e n  o p e r a te d  a n d p r o d u c e d

m e a n in gfu l r e p r e s e n ta tio n s o f th e m s e lv e s  a n d  o th e r s

T h e  c o m p la in a n ts , 
fo r  in sta n c e

, w h ile  r e c o gn iz in g a n d

e m plo yin g th e  o ffic ia l a n ti c o fte e h o u s e  d is c o u rs e
, w e r e  able  to

e m plo y e le m e n ts o f th e  regime d is c o u r s e  in  a  fa sh io n  th a t c le v e rly

m a n ip u la te d its a m b iv a le n c e s to  e n a ble  th e m  to  tu r n  it w ith o u t

r e fu tin g it e n tir e ly T h e  w a y th e  w o rd
'

p e o p le
'

w a s  e m plo yed in

c o m pıa in t le tte r s  to  d e n o te  th e  p o w e rle s s  a n d u n ju stly tre a te d

is te llin g o f th e ir  a u th o r s
'

ab ility to  d r a w  o n  a  k ey e le m e n t o f

th e  o ffic ial d is c o u r s e  a n d u s e  it to  si \ 泖 s o m e thin g c o m ple tely
d ifre r e n t k o m  its fo r m e r  m e a n in g th e  h a llo w e d  p e o ple  o f th e

p o p u list rh e to ric In  a dditio n
, 
th e  a c c u s a to ry dis c o u rs e  o f th e

le tte r s e x hib ite d im a g e r y a n d ch a r a c te ristic s  th a t w e r e  e m plo yed

by c o n s e r v a tiv e  p o p u list d is c o u r s e s o f th e  T u rkish  right a fte r  th e

1940 s In te re stin gly, 
th e ir  w rite rs w e re  n o t th o s e  th e  K e m alist

re gim e  c o n sid e r e d its a rc h e n e m ie s T h e  a u th o r s w e r e  n eith e r

u n e d u c a te d n o r  illite r a te  v illa ge r s
, n o r  r e ligio u s re a c tio n a rie s th e y

w e r e  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  w h a t th e  r e gim e  c o n sid e re d  its c o n stitu e n cy
in  p ro v in c ia l u rb a n  s e ttin gs


